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This year is moving right along.  April
will be another busy month it looks
like.

If you check out the calendar in this
newsletter you could choose to head
towards either the beach or the
desert!

John Blackledge has put together a
run to the Peterson Museum in Los
Angeles for the 30th of April.  We
have not gone to this destination as a
club for quite awhile.  Definitely worth
your time!  We’re hoping for a big turn
out for this.

Inland Empire CC extended an invite
to us to join them at the Ramona
Pageant in Hemet on April 16th.
Hopefully those who wanted to go let
Les from IE know since he needed his
count by March 23rd so we would
have seating together.

Big Bear Bash 34 is getting underway
and your club needs you to
participate.  The “Round Up” theme
this year will be fun.  We won’t be
shoeing any real horses, but we’ll be
throwing horseshoes and driving our
horse power.  So break out your
cowboy hat, boots, and western wear
for a good ol’ round up.  Yaa Hoo.

The Corvette Racing did very well at
12 hours of Sebring - Corvette DP
leads the first segment of El Patron
Endurance Cup Round 2.  Corvette
placed first, second, and third.  In the
GTLM Class Corvette came in first.
Next race is Long Beach.

George Swift
Save the wave
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corvettes West General meetings
are held the first tuESdaY of the month at

El Patron restaurant
3204 Mission inn ave., riverside, ca 92507

(951) 462-1161
dinner 6:00 PM, Meeting 7:00 PM.

our Business meetings are held the
first tuESdaY of the month at 5:15 PM

just prior to the general meeting
at the same location.

Fast track articles are due
by the 15th of each month.

they may be hand delivered to diane Swift or
emailed to 2swiift@att.net

Email is preferred

Spring is on its way and our sponsor, Tom Bell,
has some nice Stingray vehicles for your
consideration.  Currently they have 3 Stingray
Z06s available, 1 roadster and 2 coupes.  They also
have 3 Stingray coupes on the lot and a Stingray
roadster in transit. These are all 2016 models.  On
the previously owned lot, they have a 2014
roadster in Night Race blue with 35K miles on the
clock.  

Tom Bell also has eight 2016 Camaro coupes on
the lot with an additional 6 coupes in transit.  On
the previously owned lot, they have a 2015
Camaro coupe with 24k miles on the clock.  

As always, when your vehicle needs service,
please take your vehicle to Tom Bell.  When you

do so, please let the Service Writer know you are
a Corvettes West member so you get your
discount as a CW member.  And when you do
have service performed at Tom Bell, please let me
know about your experience.  Swing into spring
in a new Stingray from Tom Bell, our sponsor.
Should you have an interest in any of the fine
vehicles mentioned above, please contact Derek
Hanson at 909-793-2681 for  additional
information and pricing.

Save the wave.

Bill Dodge
SPONSORS REPRESENTATIVE

SPONSOR’S REPRESENTATIVE

BLOOD BANK
“Give Hope, Give Life, Give Blood”
The Blood bank (BB) did hold its annual dinner last
month to celebrate its 10 gallon donors. There had
to be at least 1000 donors there with Corvettes
West being represented by Mark Guizlo at 10
gallons, Marlene Kiemel at 35 gallons and Bob
Tiberi at 50 gallons.  When you see these
members, please congratulate them on their
accomplishments.  

The annual dinner is recognition for those who
have made the commitment to donate and to do
so regularly.  Every year, the BB recognizes a
person in the community who has been a recipient
of the donations that are made to the BB.  This
year, the recipient was a young boy who lost his
leg in a car accident and who almost lost his life
because of blood loss.  Were it not for the
generosity of all donors, this boy would not have
been at the dinner.  He does have a prosthesis, but
it is not stopping him from doing those things a
kid likes to do such a sports.  I am sure that every

donor at the dinner felt a sense of pride in
knowing that their donations may have helped in
his recovery.  As donors we never know who we
help but we all have a big part in helping the
community when we donate.  Not only do we help
the community, but we may be helping another
Corvette driver.  "The best gift you can give
yourself is to give to someone else".

With that in mind, Find the hero in You and come
out and donate.  It is a short process and you get
to feel very good about what you have done.  The
next club donation date is March 26th which will
have passed by the time you read this but the
following donation dates are as follows: May 28th,
July 30th, October 1st, December 3rd of 2016 and
the first donation date in 2017 will be January
28th, 2017.  Take the time and add these dates to
your calendar.  Make the Commitment. DONATE

Save the Wave by Saving the Waver.
Give hope, Give Life, Give Blood.

Bill Dodge



CORNERS & CURVES (EDITOR’S NOTES)

VICE-PRESIDENTS ARTICLE

This month I want to thank Dan and
Elaine Flanigan for offering to take the
position of Raffle Chair.  Speaking of
Elaine, I hope she is improving every
day from her surgery.

The month of April is supposed to
bring us showers to bring us May
flowers.  Ummmm.  I think the flowers
are already here, but we can still use
more of the rain.

I’m hoping everyone has gotten their
copy of the 2016 Big Bear Bash
information.  I already have received
registrations from 10 people-4 from
CW, 6 from other clubs.  After doing
BBB registration for the past 8 years,
considering the info on this event just
went in the mail, I think we are off to a
great start!

No Bio this month, but please think
about putting one together for a
future newsletter.  I think they are
interesting and informative.

diane Swift
Fast Track Editor 2016
2swiift@att.net

Rick Mac Gillivray, Gordon Shulda and I went to Willow
Springs raceway in March to have some fun with our
Corvettes along with 6 other Corvettes from the Pacific
Coast Corvette Club from Orange County, plus a few more
Vetts from other areas.  There were around 50 cars there
in all.  

This was Gordon’s first time at this track and he had a
great time learning how to move his car through the
course.  There are always helpful instructors out there to
give you the help you need to learn more and enjoy more
of the driving experience of a road-racing course in your
own car.  Rick was observing and enjoying all the activity
going on this trip and maybe even thinking about running
next time we go out in October.  This was a two-day event
set up with five 20-minute sessions for each of the four
run groups each day.  The run groups are Green beginners,
Yellow intermediate beginners, Blue advanced beginners,
and Red group.  

The instructors and other real professional racers are all in
the Red run group and get some track time of their own
for working with all of us want-to-bees.  The real fun is in
driving your Corvette the way it was meant to be, the way
it was really made to drive, fast and hard on a race track.
The Corvette was meant to be a race car from the very
start.  There are many other cars out there when we go to
these track events- Ferraris, Maseratis, Mustangs, Vipers,

and Cobras to name a few, but the Corvettes seem to
dominate the track and become the cars to beat.  I have
been doing this for 10 years now and it never gets old.  I
started with Dick Guldstrand track days at Willow and now
I go out with several other groups at Willow and Fontana.
It is not for everyone, but then again it is something for
anyone who even thinks they might want to drive their
Corvette as it was meant to be, and have fun doing it.  

I remember after I got started I invited one of our past
members who originally got me into CW, Ron Froebe, to
go to the track.  Now Ron was in his mid to late 70’s so I
did not expect much from him that day, but boy was I
surprised.  Once he got started I could hardly keep up with
him.  Ron has passed away now, but his memory will
always live on with me.  He was a good friend and a great
Corvetter.  Not sure if Corvetter is a real word or not, but
it fits Ron to a tee.  All this said, I am suggesting that
anyone who has ever thought about trying this should go
ahead and try it at least once.  Don’t worry, your car is
made for it and wants you to try it out.  Let me know if
you are interested and I will help you get started. 

Your Vice President
John Blackledge



CORVETTES WEST
Peterson Automotive Museum Run

Saturday April 30, 2016

Run Captain John Blackledge
Depart El Patron’s in Riverside at 8:30am

We plan to arrive at the Peterson Automotive Museum
around 10:00am  (important to get there early for group
parking as they will not reserve an area for groups to park). 

10:00am
$10.00 self guided tour of the Main Museum

11:00 am  Optional
Group guided tour of the Peterson Museum Vault,

90 minutes.  $20.00/pp.  

**We need to buy these tickets in advance to make sure
we all get in at the same time. 

If you plan to join us on this run we will have the sign up
sheet at the April General meeting. We will also need your
payment for the Vault tour of $20 per person to make the
advanced reservations.  

John Blackledge will be making these reservations so please
make checks out in his name or give him the cash at the
meeting

We will have a pre-selected lunch spot for everyone after
the Vault tour.

VAULT TOUR INFORMATION

This is a behind the scenes” tour of some of the most
unique cars in the collection that are not on display in the
museum galleries. The Vault is home to cars representing
over 100 years of automotive history, some of which have
rarely been seen by the public. A docent will guide you
through the Vault while sharing stories about a selection of
the cars in our diverse collection.

Visitors will see turn-of-the-twentieth-century cars, head-
of-state cars, cars belonging to Hollywood legends, award-
winning hot rods, cars that pushed the boundaries of
innovation, and many other surprises. A few examples
include a 1952/1956 Chrysler Imperial Parade Phaeton used
by Presidents Eisenhower and Nixon; a 1923 Rolls-Royce
owned by legendary actor Fred Astaire; the gold-plated,
two-time AMBR (America’s Most Beautiful Roadster)
winning roadster “Golden Star”; and the 30th of only 50
innovative Tuckers ever built – all in 1948. 

Backpacks, food, and drink are not allowed in the Vault.
Photography, while permitted in the galleries, is not
permitted in the vault. Visitors are asked to refrain from
touching the vehicles and must stay together with their
group.

Vault Tours REQUIRE the purchase of a General Admission
Ticket prior to entering.

Final sale on tickets no refunds, no exchanges. Plan
accordingly.

Children under 13 not permitted on Vault Tours.
Online ticket sales close out on the morning of each date.

CORVETTES WEST
PETERSON AUTOMOTIVE MUSEUM RUN

SATURDAY APRIL 30, 2016











EVENTS 
While John Blackledge, Rick MacGillivray, and Gordon Shulda spent some time
at Willow Springs race track during March, a few of us from Corvettes West
took our cars to the Car Show put on by Inland Empire CC.  It was a great
weather day for a car show.  Frank and Cathy Clark from Orange County even
showed up for the car show bright and early!Here are a few pictures from
Willow Springs.  To read more about Willow Springs, read John Blackledge’s
VP article in this month’s Newsletter.

Anna Hoyt leaves the March meeting
with a new Corvette throw

Willow Springs Race Track

Flashback to our Idyllwild run
from Howard’s point of view



C A L E N D A R



HELPING HANDS
Don't forget to bring any charity donations to the April
meeting! If you know you've got something that is too large
for us to put in our Corvette, give us a call ahead so that
we can come in another car. :)

Here are two YouTube links that Jeff Little gave to me,
regarding people they have helped at Inland Temporary
Homes. They have given me each of these as DVDs, but we
don't have any way to show them at the meetings. So, have
a look at them if you like. Here they are:

DENISE  -   https://vimeo.com/107292708
STEPHANIE  -  https://vimeo.com/145293278

Sharon

PRODUCTS
Just a reminder, I have Corvettes West window
stickers in all colors.  They're priced $3 each, or
2 for $5.

Judy Winner, a previous CW member now living
in AZ, gave us a call the other day.  She has an
interesting request. Judy makes quilts and she
said she'd like to make a Big Bear Bash CW quilt
that we could either raffle or auction off.  But,
she is looking for BBB t-shirts, that people may
be willing to give up, so that she can sew the
various year’s logos into the quilt.  She doesn't
have any shirts after 2007.  So, if you're willing
to donate a shirt, please bring it to the meeting
on April 5th. 

Rick

BIG BEAR BASH 2016
Howdy from the CW Ranch roundup headquarters.
Hope y’all are gettin' ready for the roundup at the
Robinhood Corral in Big Bear this June.  Make sure
your wild horses are up and running at full speed
cuz they’ll have lots of things to be doing up there.
Auto crossing, cruzin' around the lake, rallying
around Big Bear for the Poker Run and the
Horseshoe Game Rallye to name a few.  

Dust off your Stetson hats and your favorite pair of
boots and put on your best duds for the Saturday
night Wingding celebration.  We’re goin’ to have a
Best Costume and Trivia contest, awards and oh
yeah, don’t forget the Raffle.  We’ll be talking more
about it at the next campfire at El Patrons on
Tuesday, April 5, and setting up the teams to make
sure this roundup comes off without a hitch. See
you there buckaroos!

John Blackledge
2016 BBB Chair

SUNSHINE/SHADOWS
We sure have been having beautiful weather.

Great for Corvettes.

I have lots to report this time.  Elaine Flanigan has had her
back surgery.  It was about 8-9 hours.  Very extensive.  She
spent a week in the hospital, but is home now.  She is doing
very well.  She is wearing a back brace and will for awhile.
So happy for her.

Kristi Richardson also has had her surgery.  The tumor was
small so they just did a lumpectomy and a couple of lymph
nodes.  It was a one day surgery.  When she is all healed,
they will start 30 days of radiation therapy.  But, she is doing
well so far.

Both Elaine and Kristi have received flowers & cards from
the club. Also, Frank Valdez will be going in for heart surgery
the end of March.  They will replace a valve (heart) and do
a bypass.  He is in good spirits.  I should have more to report
at the April meeting.  Please continue your good thoughts
and prayers.

So best to you all,
LeeAnn Northrop - Sunshine
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