
VOL. 10, ISSUE 4  | APRIL 2017

First I want to say thanks to Kristi, our Events Coordinator, for putting together

the dinner at Sayaka.  The food was good and we were entertained also.

We are now into Spring and April is looking to be a busy moth, as is May.  Many

things are happening, from the trip to the “Center of the World” to dinners and

car shows.  Speaking of car shows, Corvettes West has moved the May car

show at Tom Bell Chevrolet to the Fall.  I will have more on this at a later date.  

We are also putting together a date that CW can cook and serve a meal for the

residents at Ronald McDonald House Loma Linda.  We will have a signup sheet

at the April General meeting.

We have our 2017 Sunshine Chairperson!  Carolyn Miller has volunteered to fill

this position.  She is experienced since she has done the job in the past.

Corvettes West thanks you Carolyn!

Corvette Racing won the 12 hours of Sebring.  It beat Ferrari, Porsche, Ford,

etc.  There you have it!  Our Vettes doing what they

should!

Until next time,

George Swift
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corvettes West General meetings
are held the first tuESdaY of the month at

El Patron restaurant
3204 Mission inn ave., riverside, ca 92507

(951) 462-1161
dinner 6:00 PM, Meeting 7:00 PM.

our Business meetings are held the
first tuESdaY of the month at 5:15 PM

just prior to the general meeting
at the same location.

Fast track articles are due
by the 15th of each month.

they may be hand delivered to diane Swift or
emailed to 2swiift@att.net

Email is preferred

thank you to the 17 members who
came out to our first "dine of the
Month" at sayaka in colton.  we all
enjoyed the chef's show as dinner was
prepared.  and the food was good. 

upcoming events...
aPril

the next cw event is a road trip to
center of the world in Felicity, ca.  we
will be leaving from tom Bell chevrolet
on saturday, april 8th at 8 a.m.,
returning the next day.  if you have not
signed up for this, and want to go,
please contact Howard Hoyt or George
swift.

april 22nd, saturday night, dine of the
month.  Members had suggested BJ's
Brewhouse.  this time we'll go to
Moreno Valley, south of the 60 on
centerpoint dr. -near Frederick.  we are
going to plan our dines for 5pm in
order to get the space we may need. 

Please rSvP
Kristi or ron @ 951-789-1322

other clubs' events: april 20-22: Gamblers'
classic at riverside resort, laughlin,
hosted by corvettes of Bakersfield.  see
flyer.

May: 
May 6th, we are invited to a Bricklin tech
meet in riverside hosted by les
randolph of iec.  He asks for rsVP as he
provides food and such.  More
information at the cw april General
meeting. 

May 13th, 1 p.m. corvettes west, yes
that's us, hosting west coast regional
Governors' meeting at el Patron.  arrive
at noon for lunch.  Meeting at 1pm.
this is an open meeting and a great
chance to meet friends from other
clubs in our region. 

May 20th, dine of the Month at Bucca di
Beppo in claremont.  this is a fun italian
Family style restaurant so we'll need to
work in groups to order.  you can go on
line and review the menu.  the servings
are on huge platters to share.  we will
meet at the san Bernardino target on
Orangeshow to caravan, stopping by
the wigwam Motel on the way for a
quick photo shoot at that iconic route
66 spot. 

Other clubs' car shows:  you can go on-
line to find out more about these
events.

May 6th: Vette set at ruby's redondo
beach, sanctioned, judged show.

May 21st: north county corvette club's
40th annual Plastic Fantastic at
embarcadero Marina Park, san diego.
this is worth going to see all the
corvettes, the only cars allowed at the
show.  

May 27th: cherry Festival car &
Motorcycle show, stewart Park
Beaumont.  this is a fundraiser for
scholarships for Hs seniors.  

if you have any events you would like
to set up and host for the club, please
speak up.  we all have various interests
and like to explore the world.

Kristi richardson

EVENTS



VICE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
Since I have been VP, and having to
write these monthly articles, I just
can’t believe how fast time goes by
as it seems like I just finish writing
one and it’s time to write another.
Well enough of this!

The last 4-5 weeks have been the
toughest I can ever remember
fighting a constant cough and
pneumonia, but I am finally feeling
better, thank goodness.  I guess
getting a little older may have
something to do with the slower
recovery time!   I do want to thank
all of you who called, texted and
sent cards, wishing me well, and it
sure was appreciated. 

I hope everyone had a nice St.
Patrick’s Day, as our family sure did.
What a great day to be Irish and
share some laughs and a have a few
Guinness together. 

Now sharing about some Corvette
stuff.  While home recuperating I

was very lucky to have been
watching the Velocity channel one
night and there was a great
program that came on about the
NCM Sink Hole.  It was part of the
of the Americana series hosted by
Ray Evernham, Jeff Gordon’s old
crew chief.  What a great one hour
show.

It showed all the Corvettes that
were in the hole, (or I should say all
but one which was entirely buried),
how they got them out, and how
they salvaged several.  This included
the one millionth Corvette, which
was a great story in itself.  How the
hole was filled and what they did
with all the Corvettes was another
incredible story.  It was such a great
show and I was so glad I happened
to have the right channel on and at
the right
time.  I only
wish I would
have
recorded the

show, but I thought about it too
late.  I have looked many times
trying to see when there might be
another showing but haven’t seen
any yet.  If you do get a chance to
see the show, it is sure worth
watching.  And there may have
been other shows about the sink
hole previously shown on other
channels but this is the first I have
seen.   

Being down for so long hasn’t given
me the chance to find out what is
going on out there in the real world,
so if anyone has some Corvette stuff
to share, please let me know.
I hope everyone is well! 
Until next month, 

Dan Flanigan

Currently, Tom Bell does have a very nice selection of
Stingrays for your consideration. They currently have five
2017 Stingray coupes and one Grand Sport coupe.  On the
previously owned lot, they have a 2006 Corvette coupe.  In
addition, they have 46 new 2017 Camaros, one of which is
a convertible.  On the previously owned lot, they have one
2013 coupe and one 2015 coupe.  Should you have an
interest in any of these fine vehicles, please contact Derek
Hanson, General Manager at 909-793-2681 for additional
information and pricing.

We were planning to have a Car Show at Tom Bell Chevrolet
during the month of May.  It is no longer scheduled for May,
but we are moving it to sometime in the fall. Please keep this
in mind since we will need members to assist for the show’s
success. 

The more volunteers we have the lighter the load becomes
for everyone. 

Remember, Tom Bell is our sponsor and they have been very
good to Corvettes West. We can show our appreciation of
them by taking our vehicles there to be serviced. When you
do take your vehicle in for service, please let the Service
Writer know, at the time of write up that you are a Corvettes
West member so that you get your club discount.  After you
have had your vehicle serviced there, please let me know
about your experience.

Save the wave.

Bill Dodge
sPOnsOrs rePresentatiVe

SPONSOR’S REPRESENTATIVE



Hoping everyone had a Happy Saint Pats
Day.  The club has its next blood donation
date on April 8th, 2017.  This will be the
second club date for the year. 

On February 26th, the Blood Bank honored
all those donors who had reached the 10
gallon level.  There were many who just
reached that level and many more who
have reached levels up to 141 gallons.  I
miss spoke in the last newsletter.  I had
stated there were thirteen 100 gallon
donors.  In fact, there are fourteen 100
gallon donors and it looks like they, the
Blood Bank, will have more of them this
year.  

What does it take to reach any donation
level?  It takes consistency.  These folks
donate and then make an appointment for
the next time they will donate.  And they
just keep doing that, over and over.  All I
ask is that you donate 6 times a year- and
I even tell you when to donate.  How hard
can that be? Lifestream, that is the Blood
Bank’s name, has a saying. That saying is
"Bleed by example". 

Community members are always in need of
blood.  Why?  Because they might have a
condition that requires frequent
transfusions of blood, or they might be
having surgery, or they might have been in
a car wreck and need blood to survive.
Being a community based organization, we
donate money to a variety of groups that
we choose.  As an example, we just gave a
check to the Riverside Police Canine
Division.  Granted, that donation came out
of our wallets and did not involve a needle.
Both are worthy causes.  Recently, I was
approached by a nurse at Kaiser who knew
I donated and asked if I would donate for
her brother-in-law who has an ongoing
need for blood.  So at the April 8th donation
date, I am going to ask everyone who
donates to donate for this person.  I know
I will be donating for this man the next time
I donate. 

So "Find the Hero in You". It’s there waiting
for you to turn it loose.  All it takes is a
short period of time, every 8 weeks and you
will be saving many folks you will never
know.  But it’s a great feeling to know you
have been a hero to someone who, without
you, might never see another sunrise or the
love of their family or the hug from their
mom.  And maybe, the person you save
goes on to be a great success in life
because of you.  April 8th.  Put the date on
your calendar and be someone's hero.
Resolve to donate every 8 weeks.  That's 6
times a year.  I will donate as many as 24
times a year.  All I want from you all is 6
times a year. 

Blood bank centers
are located as follows:

San Bernardino
Phone: 909-885-6503

384 West Orangeshow Road

Ontario
Phone: 909-987-3158
1959 East Fourth Street

La Quinta
Phone: 760-777-8844

79-215 Corporate Centre Drive

Riverside
Phone: 951-687-2530
4006 Van Buren Blvd.

Victorville
Phone: 760-843-9700

12520 Business Center Drive

Save the Wave by Saving the Waver.
Give Hope, Give Life, Give Blood.

Bill Dodge

BLOOD BANK
“Give Hope, Give Life, Give Blood”

First, I am happy to say that Carolyn
Miller has stepped into the position of
Sunshine for the remainder of 2017.
Thank you, Carolyn!

It looks like Spring is actually here.
We may be considered to be part of
the desert, but after the rain we have
had, everything outdoors sure looks
green.  Although, I could do without
the insects that the wet weather has
unleashed.  Hey, my motto is “just
about everything has a tradeoff of
some sort”!

We had some great food at Sayaka
this month, and the chef was a very
happy and en-tertaining guy.  In April
we will hit up BJ’s in Moreno Valley for
dinner.  Some of us will be at the tour
of Seven Oaks Dam on March 30th.  I
will have pictures next month.  

Almost forgot, during the transition to
our new Sunshine person, a few
Birthday cards were mailed a bit late,
but you should have them now.  

Diane Swift
Fast Track Editor 2016
2swiift@att.net

CORNERS
& CURVES
(EDITOR’S NOTES)



PRODUCTS 
As we move into spring, we are looking forward to
participating in parades.   As you already know,
Corvettes West is in demand to supply cars for
dignitaries and officials. I am asking you to please
volunteer to drive these characters down the parade
route.  We need you.  You will need “Corvettes West”
flags.  That’s where I come in.  You get your flags
from me.  A pair of flags, United States and a
Corvettes West flag will set you back $45.  We have
flags in stock for all models.  Each “C” series of
Corvette uses a different flag pole to mount your flags
above your windshield.  We have them all thanks to
Rick MacGillivray.

Our supply of Corvettes West polo shirts and the
denim work shirts is improving.
Howard Hoyt, CW Products
.

current corvettes West
Products Price list

The following is a list of Corvettes products available to our members.

Please see Howard Hoyt for details and ordering.

CW member name badges............................... $10

CW Polo shirt, your choice of color.................... $26

CW embroidered denim long sleeve shirt........... $25

CW embroidered satin jacket............................ $85

Corvettes West hat, your choice of color............$14

CW denim jacket w/NCCC patch....................... $55

CW small car decals (each)................................ $3

CW license plate frame.....................................$10

CW club & American flag w/poles......................$45

NCCC patches (while they last)........................ Free

NCCC 2009 pins (while they last)..................... Free

NCCC 2011 pins (while they last)..................... Free

Corvettes West mugs.........(checking on availability)   

Howard Hoyt

Helping Hands
Remember, giving blood is a charitable act! 

Give this next time, which is Sat., April 8. 

Other members of CW will be there to support you. 😁

Sharon Mac Gillivray

HOMECOMINGS
& PARADES

Next parade is the Cherry Fest Parade.
They are asking for 5 cars on

Saturday, June 3rd.

Please contact me if you can help.
951-776-0936 OR 2swiift@att.net

George Swift
Save the wave



C A L E N D A R
APRIL EVENT CONTACT

sat. 1 Vapor trail Vettes     santa Maria
2 sanctioned low speed autoXs Motorsportsreg.com

tues. 4
cw General Meeting @ el Patron

3204 Mission inn ave., riverside @ 7pm ~ come early to eat.
Business Mtg. @ 5:15pm prior to General Meeting

George
951-776-0936

sat. - sun 8-9 trip to  "the center of the earth" in Felicity, ca     George 951-776-0936
Howard 951-269-1720

sat. 22 "dine of the Month"  BJ's  @ 5pm
22920 centerpoint dr., Moreno Valley 

rsVP to ron/Kristi
951-789-1322

thurs. - sat.  20-22 20th Gambler's classic @ riverside resort & casino, laughlin, nV
corvettes of Bakersfield see Flyer

sun. 23 Pomona swap Meet

sat. 29 Helping at the loma linda ronald Mcdonald House- cw will
provde, cook and serve a meal to the residents

MAY EVENT CONTACT

tues. 2
cw General Meeting @ el Patron

3204 Mission inn ave., riverside @ 7pm  ~  come early to eat.
Business Mtg. @ 5:15pm prior to General Meeting

George
951-776-0936

Fri. - sat.
5-6 nccc national Meetings ~ st. louis, MO allen Morris  949-367-9000

sat. 6 Bricklin tech Meet @9am
this is an invite from inland empire

George
951-776-0936

sat. 6 all GM Beach classic @ ruby's diner, redondo Beach
Vette set car show see Flyer

sat. 13
west coast regional Governor's Meeting

el Patron restaurant, riverside, ca
Meeting @ 1pm   come early to eat

allen Morris
949-367-9000

sat. 20 "dine of the Month"  Bucca di Beppo  @ 5pm
505 w. Foothill Blvd., claremont

rsVP to ron/Kristi
951-789-1322

sun. 21 40th annual Plastic Fantastic  ~  all Vette car show @ seaport
Village, san diego - north county corette club check on line

sat. 27 12th annual cherry Valley Fest car & Motor-cycle show
@ stewart Park, Beaumont

JUNE EVENT CONTACT

sat. 3 cherry Fest Parade in Beaumont
5 cars needed to participate

George
951-776-0936

sun. 4 People's choice car show
Must register for Huntington Beach concourse - Oc Vettes

sun. 4 Pomona swap Meet

tues. 6
cw General Meeting @ el Patron

3204 Mission inn ave., riverside @ 7pm  ~  come early to eat.
Business Mtg. @ 5:15pm prior to General Meeting

George
951-776-0936



April showers bring May Flowers or so they say.  We already have flowers blooming all over our area in the form of new

Corvettes, I seem to see them where ever I go these days.  I love it.  Don’t forget to get your supply of official CORVETTES

WEST cards to hand out to other CORVETTERS you meet.  George Swift has them and will bring them to our next

meeting. 

It is great to see all the events we have lined up including the Run to Cambria in October.  If you are going or thinking

about going but have not booked your room you may want to do so very soon.  The Sea Otter Inn is almost booked up

already.  If it fills up there are other hotels close by that we can steer you to, but I am not sure what their rates will be.

We only have a contracted price at the Sea Otter Inn.

Don’t forget CORVETTES WEST and Inland Empire Corvettes are hosting the NCCC Regional Governors meeting at El

Patron on Saturday May 13th.  Anyone is welcome to attend.  This is a great opportunity to get an insight into what is

going on with other CORVETTE Clubs in the Southwest. 

John Blackledge 

CORVETTES WEST NCCC Governor

NCCC Governor

Hello to All of my Corvettes West Friends!

As I begin to write this I realize that it has been quite a long
time since I wrote an article for the Newsletter.  I spoke with
George and Diane last week and volunteered to do Sunshine
for the Club for the remainder of the year.  Diane has been
filling in, but she is glad to have someone take over for her.
She does so much for the Club as it is.

This will be short this month as I am just recovering from
Carpel Tunnel Surgery that I had on Tuesday.  I feel good, I
have a really sore hand, but I’m following doctor’s orders to
“stay out of the kitchen”! I just got a message from Dan
Flanigan.  He is doing better and got clearance to go back to
work.  He is supposed to take it easy and isn’t quite sure how
to do that.  So I’m hoping that he will do as he is told, (fat
chance of that)!  But please try Dan. 

Glad you are better.  No word from Frank Valdez, but George
said he was not doing too well and is trying to build up his
strength so he can have surgery.  Feel better Frank, we miss
seeing you.  Also, just found out that Bob Miller is dealing
with a painful knee after falling while walking out of a trailer.
“Always back out” is what he tells his customers.  Hope your
knee is healing Bob. 

Today is St. Patrick’s Day so as I type this (with one finger)
I’m thinking of all of you and sending Irish Blessings your
way!  Have a safe and happy Spring and wishing you a Happy
Easter also. 

A huge THANK YOU to Diane for filling in whenever she is
asked to, and I think that is quite often.  I know your help is
much appreciated by all of the Club!

Carolyn Miller

SUNSHINE&SHADOWS
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Dine of the Month 
            Sayaka 
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