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I am happy to say we had a great
amount of participation at the January
Awards banquet.  The Member of the
Year award went to Frank and Cathy
Clarke, and the President’s award
went to Ray and Carol Clark.  This
recognition was well deserved for
these individuals.  The Victoria Club
provided great accommodations for
our dinner.

Super Bowl was up next on Feb. 7th
and those who shared the day at our
home had a good time and as always,
plenty to eat.

Thank you to Richard and Lynnette
Kaplan for organizing the Valentine’s
Dinner at Napoli’s on Feb. 13th.  Our
group was smaller this year, but as
always the conversation and food
were wonderful.

It is that time of year again to be
working on Big Bear Bash.  This is the
34th year - June 24-26.  The club will
need Corvettes West members
participation to work this event.  We
need help with Registration, Car
Show, Autocross, Ralley, etc.  

John Blackledge is heading BBB up
again this year.  Please call him to let
him know where you think your
talents can be useful - or what event
you would like to work.

Pomona Valley Corvette Association is
having their annual car show on May
21st.  This year the location has
changed from Rotolo Chevrolet to the
Auto Club speedway in Fontana.  See
the flyer in this newsletter.  Every year
CW has attendees at this show so let’s
try to have a really good turn out this
year also.

Corvette was victorious at the 24
hours of Daytona.  Out of the four
categories that Corvette is in, they
won 2 of them!  Next up is 12 Hours
of Sebring.
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corvettes West General meetings
are held the first tuESdaY of the month at

El Patron restaurant
3204 Mission inn ave., riverside, ca 92507

(951) 462-1161
dinner 6:00 PM, Meeting 7:00 PM.

our Business meetings are held the
first tuESdaY of the month at 5:30 PM

just prior to the general meeting
at the same location.

Fast track articles are due
by the 15th of each month.

they may be hand delivered to diane Swift or
emailed to 2swiift@att.net

Email is preferred

I trust that everyone had a great Valentines Day
and that you treated your sweetheart with
sweets and lots of love.  After all, isn't that what
the day is for, except for making florists rich
selling roses?  Ok, Tom Bell, our sponsor, has lots
of very fine new Stingrays if you are interested in
surprising your sweetheart with a new car.  

Currently they have 4 new Stingrays on the lot.
You can choose from a red or black coupe, a blue
Z06 convertible and a white Z06 coupe.  In
addition, they have a Z06 coupe currently in
transit.  On the previously owned lot, they have
a 2013 Corvette convertible with 68 thousand
miles on the clock.  Tom Bell also has 1 new 2015
Camaro coupe , 14 new 2016 Camaro coupes and
four 2016 Camaro coupes in transit.  

On the previously owned lot, they have one 2011
Camaro coupe with 34 thousand miles on the

clock.  If you have an interest in any of these fine
vehicles, please contact Derek Hanson, General
Manager, at 909-793-2681 for additional
information and pricing.  

As always, remember that Tom Bell is our sponsor
so when you need service on any of your vehicles,
please take your vehicle to our sponsor.  That is
how we show support for Tom Bell.  And when
you do go for service, be sure to let the Service
Writer know you are a CW member so you can
receive your CW member discount.  Please let me
know about your service experience.

Bill Dodge
SPONSORS REPRESENTATIVE

SPONSOR’S REPRESENTATIVE

BLOOD BANK
“Give Hope, Give Life, Give Blood”

As always, the Blood Bank(BB) is still in need of
your donations.  At the last club donation date, we
did not have a great turnout.  More of the club
needs to step up and make the time/commitment
to help out the community.  This is not a time
consuming thing to do.  But it has a deep reaching
need.  We all saw that need with the events of last
December in San Bernardino.  We are all a part of
that community and we need to do a better job of
supporting the community.  We are also part of
the Corvette community.  

How often have you been out driving your
Corvette and the driver of another Corvette
coming towards you waves at you? That person is
waving at you because you are a part of a very
large family who all drive the same car.  We need
to support that family.  Save the Wave by Saving
the Waver is a catch phrase, but it says what we
need to be doing.  

No, you will never know who you have donated
for.  I am not sure I want to know who I have
donated for, but I know, as should you, that every
time you donate, you could be saving up to 3
individuals.  And one of them just may be a fellow
Corvette driver.  The BB will be having their annual
10 gallon donor event on February 28th.  CW will
have a new 10 gallon donor present for this event
and that will be Mark Guizlo. In addition, we will
have a new 50 gallon donor there in Bob Tiberi
and a new 35 gallon donor in Marlene Kiemel.
These club members have made the commitment
to donate.  And there are other club members who
continue to work towards 10 gallons or what ever
their goal is.

The next club donation date is March 26th, 2016
at the Blood Bank starting at 7:30am.

Find the Hero in You.
Make the commitment. DONATE

Save the Waver by Saving the Waver

Give Hope, Give Life, Give Blood.
Bill Dodge



CORNERS & CURVES (EDITOR’S NOTES)

VICE-PRESIDENTS ARTICLE

This month I want to thank Jan McKee for taking
on the position of Historian.  She is doing a great
job.  I know she can’t be every where all the time,
so I will still appreciate it if other members of
Corvettes West would email pictures to me also

if they take some at our events.

Our group was smaller this year at the Valentine’s dinner at Napoli’s, but
the conversation, food, and atmosphere were great!

Thank you to Rick and Sharon MacGillivray for their bio this month.
Wow, those two have lived in a lot of places during their lives!  Please
keep those Bios coming in.

Thank you to all who contribute.  Happy St. Patty’s Day.

diane Swift
Fast Track Editor 2016
2swiift@att.net

Howdy Everyone,

Great start this year, our January Corvettes West
meeting at El Patron was packed.  We did have a
low turnout for our January 23rd Blood bank drive
but I know it will be better next time.  Bill Dodge
does a great job making this happen for us.
Please come out to the next one on March 26th.
This is a great opportunity to give back in a very
special way.  

As I write this article a bunch of us are heading
out to Laughlin on a Corvette run put on by
Desert Corvette Association. Thanks to Janet  we
will be making a stop at Desert Center for a little
track time there on the way. 

At least a couple of us will be heading out to
Willow Springs March 5th & 6th to play around
with our big boy & girl toys. 

We had our first Big Bear Bash planning meeting
at Tom Bell Chevrolet on Wednesday February
17th with 5 members attending.  With a game
plan in hand we are now working on the budget
and the flyer.  Hope to have this on our web site
soon. I have already received 4 calls from other
clubs about this year’s BBB. 

I also talked with the Robinhood Resort and they
say they are getting calls reserving rooms already.
We are going to make a couple of changes we
think will make it even better than last year.  We
will have a Western theme and a costume contest
this year so dig out you boots and hats and get
ready.  Mark the date and make your room
reservations for June 24th  & 25th.  

Your Vice President  &
Big Bear Bash Chairman

John Blackledge



“2016” corvettes West Bio

RICK & SHARON MACGILLIVRAY 
Rick & Sharon were both born and raised in Detroit, MI
(AKA Motown,The Motor City), where they lived about
1/2 block from each other.  He says he's liked her since
kindergarten, but she doesn't remember him.  (She
remembers wetting her pants in kinder one day, during
an activity where they were all supposed to be trees in
the wind.  Maybe she blocked out memories of Rick and
kinder after that humiliation..)  Anyway, they were
friends, along with other kids in the neighborhood group,
all through elementary & jr. high school.  Near the end
of the 9th grade in junior high, both Rick and Sharon
moved out of that neighborhood to other areas of the
city.  So, they did not attend the same high school.
Consequently, they didn't see one another often at all for
about 4 years.

After high school, Rick enlisted in the Army, where he
became a paratrooper in the 101st Airborne Division.
Sharon became a key punch operator (a machine that
was part of the beginning of the computer age) for
GMAC.  At 18, she was very lucky to have landed a job in
the most beautiful office/theater/high end retail store
building in downtown Detroit.  It wasn't long before she
had a charge ac-count at Saks Fifth Avenue & a couple of
other stores.  The fun of making mon-ey, shopping and
working in such a great environment took away her
previous desire to go to college at that time.  Then, out
of the blue, she got a call from Rick one Saturday.  He
happened to be home on leave, so he asked if he could
stop by to visit.  " Wow, what a knock out guy he is in that
uniform, all buff & hand-some," thought Sharon. "Tiny
blonde, cute, classy -my lucky day", thought Rick.

Okay, fast forward about 18 months and they were
married.  Rick got out of the Army soon after & they
settled in Detroit.  Over the next 5 years, they had 2
children (Brett & Cheryl), & bought a house in the
suburbs.  Sharon quit working & Rick had a few jobs, such
as an appliance salesman for K-Mart & ramp service
agent for Delta Airlines.  

He felt the need to do something to build a
better future for the family, so he and Sharon,
made a joint decision that he would enlist in the
Air Force.  He wanted training in aircraft
mechanics.  Both Rick & Sharon had a bit of the
wanderlust for travel and the desire to see the
world, so at age 25 with 2 toddlers, they made
this big step...sold their house, left family and
friends, and did it.

The next few years took them to many places
including bases in CA, Utah, two places in Florida,
and did take Rick to Thailand two different tours.
He did train to become a helicopter mechanic on the
HH53 Super Jolly Green Giant, so he was assigned a
mechanic position in Thailand the first time.  By the
second tour he was a flight engineer on that same
helicopter, and he earned 2 Distinguished Flying Crosses,
a Meritorious Service Medal, and 4 Air Medals while on
combat missions with Special Operations in Laos.

Finally, after those years of moving often, Rick was
assigned to RAF Wood-bridge, England with Air Rescue
on the HH53. So, the family of 5 (another son, Darin, was
born between the two Thailand tours) moved to England.
They lived for 4 wonderful years in the town of
Aldeburgh, Suffolk.  It' a small town on the North Sea.
Rain and all, everyone LOVED the time there.  They
traveled all around the UK, plus took a 3 week trip all over
Western Europe with the kids in a Dodge Family Wagon
at one point.  (It was good to get home after that one.:)
Al-so, both Rick & Sharon went to college while in
England.  Sharon attended the Univ. of Maryland, and
Rick went to both Southern Illinois Univ. & Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical Univ.

In 1978, Rick received an assignment to Norton AFB
where he was soon to be a flight engineer on the C-141
jet cargo transport.  The next 11 years of Rick's Air Force
career were right here at Norton.  During that time,
Sharon began going to school in earnest and earned her
B.A. in Liberal Studies at Cal State SB.  She then spent
another year earning her teaching credential.

She began teaching in 1983 for SB City Schools. In 1988,
she earned her M.A. in Education at Cal State Univ., SB.
.....During these years, all the MacGillivray kids graduated
from high school and went on to college.

Rick retired from the Air Force as a SMSgt in 1989.  He
then went on to work for the Calif, Dept. of Corrections
until 2004.  After that retirement, he went on to work
part-time transporting motor homes for 2 different
transportation com-panies.  He finally decided to try to
really retire a few months ago, but he still finds things to
keep him active (the gym & now he's into off- roading
with the new Jeep he bought 2 years ago).

Sharon retired in 2008 from Thompson Elementary
School in Highland, but one month later she was back as
a substitute teacher.  She is still working when-ever she
wants to, and right now she's on an assignment 4 days
per week until the school year ends. Her other special
interest is Jazzercise which she has done faithfully for 30
years!

FINALLY, if you've endured this bio to this point......the
MacGillivrays have been Corvettes West members since
1996 and truly cherish the friendships made & fun
experiences they've had and will have.

By the way, Rick & Sharon have 9 grandkids & 9 great-
grandkids. For awhile, they were ahead on great-
grandkids, but #9 grandchild was born in Oct.to even that
score. :)  OK, that's all folks. 







EVENTS 
Several of us from Corvettes West joined with Inland Empire to caravan to Laughlin for the “Laughlin Run” put on by Desert Corvette
Association, Feb. 19-21.  We started from Bob’s Big Boy in Calimesa and stopped at the Patton Museum and the Chuckawalla Speedway
before we made our way to our final destination at the Riverside Resort & Casino.  

We had a fun time “opening up our cars”.  We saw several fellow Corvetters that we had not seen in sometime.  It was a fun time -
except for some of us who lost money!

Photos by John Blackledge  ~  Comments by George Swift



2016 Awards Banquet

George & John

Frank & Kathy Clark
Member of the Year

Big Bear Bash - Chair / Committee

Richard Kaplan
2015 Events Coordinator

Ray & Carol Clark - President’s Award

Participation Awards



C A L E N D E R



HELPING HANDS
We've received some nice thank you letters

regarding our charity donations last month.  

I'll read them at the next meeting.  

They're all so, so appreciative of our continued support. 

Sharon

PRODUCTS
Does anyone have any ideas as to what you might like in the way of
new products??  I'm open to suggestions!
Rick

BIG BEAR BASH 2016
Yes, it is time to start thinking about our 2016 BIG BEAR BASH.

We have secured the Robinhood Resort, Jaycom for the Autocross,
and the BB airport for June 24th, 25th & 26th. 

For now all you need to do is put this date on your calendar and help
me think of a theme for this year, 2016.  If you come up with any ideas
let me know.  On the CW web site you can find all the past themes
that we have used. 

At our next general meeting we will set a date and place for a BBB
planning meeting for anyone who would like to help us plan this
event this year.

Your
BIG BEAR BASH CHAIRMAN

John Blackledge

SUNSHINE/SHADOWS
Hi Everyone,

March already, can’t believe the weather.  Where’s El Nino?

The good news is Howard Hoyt is doing well after knee surgery.  He had his ACL
repaired.  So glad he’s doing well.  Also, Kristi Richardson is half way though her
chemo.  So far, so good.  She is enjoying not going to work.

Debbie Phillips is also doing well.  Her feet are healing nicely.  She is now wearing
shoes again.

Now for the frustrating news.  Elaine Flanigan’s surgery had been postponed from
Feb. 10th, but at least there is a new date: March 7th.  At the last minute the
surgeon decided he needed additional medical consultations.  Why did he wait
until the last minute?  So of course, she is very upset.  Please continue to keep
her in your thoughts and prayers.

And, in case your haven’t heard, Diane Swift lost her mother on February 5th,
her 90th birthday.  Condolences to her and her family.

So best to you all,
LeeAnn Northrop - Sunshine

HOMECOMINGS
& PARADES

There will be a Salute to Veterans parade in  Riverside on

Saturday, April 30th 
We do not  always participate in this as a club. 

Let me know if you have an interest in participating.
If you have any questions please call or e-mail me.

951-776-0936   OR  2swiift@att.net
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