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It is that time of year again already –
time for homecomings and parades.
We already have requests for 3, so at
the August General meeting we will
have a sign up sheet for volunteers to
help with these.  Your participation is
appreciated.

What a great Summer Party!  It was
a little warm, but the accomodations
made it comfortable, thanks to Ray
and Carol Clark.  Thank you to their
son and daughter-in-law, Jeff and
Rilla, also for letting us use their
home-and what a beautiful property it
was, on 10 acres!  Being in the saloon
was like being in a movie scene!
Thank you to John Blackledge for
handling all the cooking of the meat-
in 100 degree heat.

Speaking of the Clarks, they have
once again offered to host our
Christmas party.  The date is
December 16th.  Thank you from
Corvettes West for your hospitality.

Friday, September 1st our club will be
providing a “Meal of Love” for the
Loma Linda Ronald  McDonald House.
We have chosen to do dinner.  This
means as a club, we provide, cook,
serve, and clean up after dinner on
that day.  John Blackledge and Dan
Flanigan are heading this up and will
need some assistance since we have
committed to this.

Hope everyone is enjoying their
summer.

George Swift
Save the wave
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corvettes West General meetings
are held the first tuESdaY of the

month at El Patron restaurant
3204 Mission inn ave.,

riverside, ca 92507
(951) 462-1161

dinner 6:00 PM, Meeting 7:00 PM.

our Business meetings are held the
first tuESdaY of the month at 5:15 PM

just prior to the general meeting
at the same location.

Fast track articles are due
by the 15th of each month.

they may be hand delivered to
diane Swift or emailed to

2swiift@att.net
Email is preferred

It has been a hot month temperature

wise but that is corvette weather and I

have seen a great many of them on the

roads.  Of course, they are always the

prettiest cars on the road and, I might

add, the fastest.  Tom Bell, our sponsor,

has a nice selection of Corvettes for our

viewing.  

They currently have a 2017 Corvette

Stingray Coupe, two 2017 Corvette

Grand Sport coupes, two 2017 Corvette

Z06 coupes and in transit, they have one

2018 Corvette Stingray coupe and a

2018 Corvette Z06 coupe.  On the

previously owned lot, they have one

2003 Corvette convertible with 48K miles

on the clock.  

In addition to these fine vehicles, they

have 21 new 2017 Camaro coupes on

the new car lot and on the previously

owned lot, they have both a 2015 and a

2014 coupe. So, if you have any interest

in any of these fine vehicles, please

contact Derek Hanson, General Manager

at 909-793-2681 for additional

information and pricing.

I have still not heard from any club

members about their experience with the

Tom Bell Service Department.  That must

be because you all are getting great

service when you take your vehicles to

our sponsor for service.  Remember,

when you take your vehicle for service to

let the Service Writer know at the time

of write up that you are a CW member.

That will get you a club discount on your

service.  Tom Bell has been good to

Corvettes West and using their service

department is our way of supporting

them.  As always, when you use Tom

Bell's service department, please let me

know about your experience.

Save the wave.

Bill Dodge
sPOnsOrs rePresentatiVe

SPONSOR’S
REPRESENTATIVE



Vice President’s CORNER
Another VERY HOT month and not much exciting stuff to
share.  And it’s been only 3 weeks since our last meeting
by the way!

I do want to take the time to thank the Clark Family for
putting on such a great Summer Party.  That was one of
the nicest saloons I have ever been in!  And to see all
those Corvettes lined up on their lawn was also a great
sight. 

Speaking of our parties, they are always nice to have
because it’s a great time to get a chance to talk to some
of our new club members and get to know them better,
and we do have some great new members.

The only Corvette info I have to share is about a real nice
Corvette gift a very good friend of mine gave me a couple
of weeks ago.  My friend called me one day and asked if
I was going to be in the office because he wanted to bring
something by for me.  So, he came into the office carrying
this big board of something which looked heavy the way
he was carrying it.  When he turned it around there were
all of these beautiful replica Corvettes in this display
case.  

When I finally calmed down he explained that he was
relocating his office here in Redlands, and he didn’t

have enough room on his walls for his “50 Years of Corvette
Collection”, which has 1:43 replicas of every model year of
the Corvette from 1953 to 2003, and he thought I would
enjoy having this since I am a Corvette guy!

He said it took 2 years to collect all of these cars and every
car has a different hand painted color on them.   Needless
to say, I was beside myself excited while thanking him
over and over.  Well that night I hung it up in my game
room, and does it look nice in there.  I shared this gift
with George and come to find out he has the same
collection!  He confirmed that it took over two years also
for him to collect all of these cars.

So, if any of you or your friends have any such gifts that
they want to relieve themselves of, I will gladly accept! 

That’s it for now, and I look forward seeing everyone in a
few days

Dan Flanigan, Vice President

PRODUCTS
Our current issue with our shirt manufacturer, Port
Authority, is that they have discontinued the manufacture
of the K800, which is our standard Corvettes West cobalt
blue polo shirt. To solve the problem, we are stepping up
to the next level.  It will cost a few dollars more.  We
want our Corvettes West members to look sharp.  The
color choices will remain the same.  It will be made from
heavier cotton.

Corvettes West will continue to supply these polo shirts
to our new members in cobalt blue.  Additional shirts will
cost $35 (S, M, L, XL & XXL.)  We do not have information
on the price or availability of the XXXL.

Our Corvettes West board of directors has authorized the
purchase of shirts to try on to get the proper fit.  For our
August meeting, we should have our "Work" shirts
available. This will include ten different denim shirts for
male and female, small through XXL.

We are hoping our new polo shirts will be available next
month. We know they will be very similar, just a little
heavier and 100% cotton.

We have a limited number of six-inch-wide Corvettes
West decals in maroon, blue, yellow, black, white & teal.
They are designed to be applied on the OUTSIDE of your
glass @ $4.00 ea.

I would like to give some advice to all our members,
“Stay Cool.”  Howard



Would you like to get a free sandwich and chips for lunch? If so,
then you will need to go to the Blood Bank (BB) on any Monday
and Friday.  All you will have to do is donate.  That's not too hard
to get a free lunch, is it?  Let’s face it. The summer is the BB
problem season.  Donors are not available because of vacations
and schools are out for the summer.  The BB gets a large portion
of its donations from going to schools and getting students to
donate.  Remember that "Find the Hero in You" comes from a high
school class that used the slogan to motivate students to donate.  

We, as a club, give to a number of community organizations.  We
give stuff and we give funds. So, is it a stretch to give the Gift of
Life?  In a way, all the other donations we make are gifts of life
but donating is actually giving something that will help life to
continue for someone.  I am in favor of all the giving that the club
does but as you can guess, I am in favor of saving lives in the
community and in the club.  We have had club members who
needed the Gift of Life and members stepped up to answer that
call.  Please, answer the call on August 12th, 2017 by showing up
at the BB and donating for a good cause, giving the Gift of Life.

We have a great group of club members who donate on a regular
basis.  But you already know that because I have told you about
them.  They are proud to donate and some of them don't like the
needle any more than I do, but there is this need and they are
helping to fill that need. These club members have found their

Hero and they are, in their own way, my heroes.  But I need more
heros and I need all of you who can donate to come to the BB on
August 12th and do so. There are only 3 more donation dates for
the club this year. They are August 12th, October 14th and
December 16th. Please add these dates to your calendar and be
prepared to help someone in the community see another day or
be able to hold their child, etc. Be my Hero, DONATE.

Blood bank centers are located as follows:

San Bernardino...................................... Phone: 909-885-6503
384 West Orangeshow Road

Ontario..................................................Phone: 909-987-3158
1959 East Fourth Street

La Quinta.............................................. Phone: 760-777-8844
79-215 Corporate Centre Drive

Riverside............................................... Phone: 951-687-2530
4006 Van Buren Blvd.

Victorville...............................................Phone: 760-843-9700
12520 Business Center Drive

Save the Wave by Saving the Waver.
Give Hope, Give Life, Give Blood.

Bill Dodge

BLOOD BANK
“Give Hope, Give Life, Give Blood”

“Summer time and the living is
easy” as the song goes, except for
the heat we have been
experiencing that is.  I think we
must have set some kind of a
record for heat this past month.  I
do not think we have had this many
days with triple digits in a long time. 

That did not stop us from having a
great Summer Party thanks to the
Clarks for having us at “The Ranch”.
What a great place and what a
great time we all had. We had over
50 people and 22 beautiful
Corvettes there.  It was hot, I know
because I was doing the BBQing
and that added a little more heat to
the day for me but we had plenty of
fans to help counter act the heat
outside and a huge swamp cooler

to cool us all down.  I hope
everyone who could attend had a
great time.  I know we did.  I did
not hear any complaints, only
positive comments for those I
talked to. 

Next up, I am looking forward to
our trip to the Seven Oaks Dam on
August 31st.  I hear this is a special
place to see. 

Our trip to Cambria will be here
before you know it.  The Sea Otter
Inn is sold out and there are people
still wanting to go.  There are many
other hotels along the ocean for
those still wanting to go.  If you
have booked a room at the Sea
Otter, but have realized that you will
not be able to attend, please let me

know so I can help others that want
to join us at the Sea Otter.

The only NCCC news I have for you
is we have added 22 new members
to our club roster after moving our
meetings to Riverside and we hope
that trend continues.  Please make
sure you have the Corvettes West
business size “invitation cards” to
hand out to Corvetters you may
have the opportunity to meet and
invite them to our meeting.  See
George Swift to get more cards. 

Look forward to seeing you all at
the next meeting

John Blackledge 
CORVETTES WEST
NCCC GovernorN
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HOMECOMINGS
& PARADES

Corvettes West has been asked to provide 
8 cars for the Stage Coach Days Parade
in Beaumont, Saturday Sept. 9, 2017.

We have  helped with this parade before. Please
let me know if you are available for that morning.

Montclair H.S................................8 cars - Sept. 1
Colton H.S....................................9 cars - Sept. 8

951-776-0936 OR 2swiift@att.net

Events
Hello to all you “HOt” corvettes west members!  yes, in

august and september we are glad for anything that

crosses the path of the sun creating a moment of shade.

that will include the solar eclipse on Monday, august 21.

the event will run from 9:06 -11:47 a.m., with 10:23 being

the maximum.  Get your cardboard with the pinhole

ready.   

as for other events, we are tentatively set up for dine of

the Month at chicago Pasta House, 24667 sunnymead

Blvd., Moreno Valley.  this will be either saturday, aug. 12

or aug. 26.  this will be earlier in the day (3 or 4 p.m.) so

we don’t block out the regular saturday night crowd.  ron

is working with the staff and is planning for “Fonzie”, a

corvette man himself, to attend our club meeting to

discuss the best time & date.  we’ve had a lot of requests

for this restaurant. 

we are working on a little different dine of the Month for

september.  Have you ever taken the Metrolink into la

union station and eaten at Philippe’s?  this is a fun little

trip that will include a walk around union station, Olvera

street, possibly Our lady of angles cathedral, and for

those interested, a subway trip to Hollywood and

Highland.  the saturday train is a $10 ticket and includes

transfers on the subway, round trip.  it would cost you

more than that to drive and pay parking in l.a.   

we’ll leave from san Bernardino station at 2:00 p.m.  there

is a covered parking lot.   the last train back is at 11pm if

you miss the earlier ones at 5:30pm or 7:10pm.  it is over

an hour ride, stopping along the way.  we’ve done this a

few times and think it’s fun. we’ll talk about it at our

General meeting.  we’re looking at september 26 for the

adventure.

Kristi Richardson



Events Calendar
AUGUST EVENT CONTACT

tues. 1
cw General Meeting @ el Patron

3204 Mission inn ave., riverside @ 7pm  come early to eat.
Business Mtg. @ 5:15pm prior to General Meeting

George
951-776-0936

sat. 5 Vapor trail Vettes ~ santa Maria 2
sanctioned low speed autoX's Motorsportsreg.com

sat. 12 Or sat. 26 cw dine of the Month.  still working on firming up a date for this.
chicago Pasta House, sunnymead Blvd. Moreno Valley

Kristi/ron richardson
951-789-1322

sun. -Fri.    20-25 58th annual nccc convention ~ Bowling Green, Ky
Parties, national champions awards banquet ncccwcregion.org

thurs. 31
7 Oaks dam tour in Mentone and lunch afterwards.

corvettes west has 20 seats saved for this.  anyone who did not make the
March trip or would like to go again, please sign up.

George   951-776-0936
Howard  951-269-1720

SEPTEMBER EVENT CONTACT

Fri. 1 corvettes west will be providing, preparing and serving dinner
for the"Meals of love" program  at ronald Mcdonald House

John Blackledge
951-317-9346

Fri. 1 Montclair High school Half time George 951-776-0936

tues. 5
cw General Meeting @ el Patron

3204 Mission inn ave., riverside @ 7pm  come early to eat.
Business Mtg. @ 5:15pm prior to General Meeting

George
951-776-0936

Fri. 8 colton High school Parade     9 cars needed George            951-776-0936

Fri.-sat. 8-9 national nccc meetings in st. louis, MO allen Morris    949-367-9000

sat. 16 west coast regional Governor's Meeting
Marie calendar's restaurant in Victorville  Meeting @ 1pm ~ come early to eat allen Morris    949-367-9000

OCTOBER EVENT CONTACT

sun. 1 27th annual Veterans Memorial car show
sylvan Park, redlands see Flyer

tues. 3
cw General Meeting @ el Patron

3204 Mission inn ave., riverside @ 7pm  come early to eat.
Business Mtg. @ 5:15pm prior to General Meeting

George
951-776-0936

Fri.-sat 6-7 annual Blast in santa Maria   Put on by Vapor trail Vettes
Peoples choice car show and Gimmick rallye Motorsportsreg.com

sat. 14 Vapor trail Vettes ~ santa Maria ~ 2 sanctioned low speed autoX's Motorsportsreg.com

sat. 21 all american car show @ Hooter's in anaheim
Put on by corvette super sports go to ncccwcregion.org

thurs. - sun.  19-22 corvettes west run to cambria John Blackledge 951-317-9346

NOVEMBER EVENT CONTACT

tues. 3
cw General Meeting @ el Patron

3204 Mission inn ave., riverside @ 7pm  come early to eat.
Business Mtg. @ 5:15pm prior to General Meeting

George
951-776-0936

Fri.-sat. 10-11 national nccc meetings in st. louis, MO allen Morris    949-367-9000



I can’t start this article without
a huge Thank You to the entire
Clark family.  The Summer
Party was wonderful!  HOT, but
wonderful.  The setting at the
Ranch was beautiful and even
with the heat the recreation
room was cool and
comfortable.  If you had to miss
it, you missed a great time. The
food was delightful and the bar-
b-q was perfect.  There was a
great turn-out and everyone
just had a nice time.  

Lots of Corvettes parked in the
shade under the trees.  Thanks
to all who worked so hard.  A
special thank you to Ray and
Carol’s son Jeff and his family
for having all of us there. 

I talked to Joe LaGreca who
reported that Dottie had broken
her hand trying to do a little
gardening. I know she works
and needs her right hand for
just about everything she does.
So, Dottie, hope you are doing
better.  Maybe you’ll get to
retire???

Also, had a report that Bill
Dodge wasn’t feeling well lately.
Hope by the time the
newsletter is received you are
doing better Bill. 

I talked to Howard and Anna
Holt at the Summer Party.
Howard is still dealing with the
shingles that attacked his eye.
Certainly hope that you are
feeling better Howard.

David Northrop had “an issue”
that landed him at the hospital
and after many tests, nothing
was conclusively found.  He is
at home with Lee Ann watching
him, and him watching his diet. 

George checked up on Wally
Napolski and Carol said Wally
was recuperating from a
surgery that he had in May.

Haven’t had any reports of
anyone else who isn’t up and
about, so I’m hoping that
everyone else is doing good.

The heat seems to be
continuing through the rest of
July and maybe we’re just
getting started. Hoping that
August isn’t quite as warm, but
guess it is to be expected.  The
fire danger is great and I know
many of our members live in
the hills, so to all of you, take
extra care and stay safe.  

Also, many of you are traveling.
I think the MacGillivray’s have
out done everyone.  So great
that they have had such a
wonderful opportunity.  

Enjoy your summer everyone,
but come home safely.

Carolyn Miller

SUNSHINE&SHADOWS
July was a hot month as everyone knows.  And boy was it
hot the day of our Summer Party!  But our hosts Ray and
Carol Clark, as well as their son and daughter-in-law did a
great job of keeping those of us who attended quite
comfortable.  It was fun to check out the saloon that was
there on the property, but it was more comfortable in the
indoor/outdoor “family room”.  I was a bit surprised that a
few members actually did dress western even with the
heat.  As always, the food was good.  Thanks to John
Blackledge for his Bar-B-Qing talents.

On to August.  This month we will have a “Dine of the
Month”.  The last day of August there are some reserved
seats at the tour of the 7 Oaks Dam in Mentone.  I admit
that I am not particularly “in to” dams, but it was a pretty
amazing tour.  Howard will have a signup sheet at the
August General meeting.

We have already gotten calls to help with 2 homecomings
this year (Montclair half time Sept. 1 and Colton parade
Sept. 8).  Just goes to show that the school year is starting
earlier than ever!

Are there any new members who would like to do a short
(one page) bio for the newsletter?  Of course, we have not
published a bio for a while, so if anyone is interested in
what others have had to say, let me know and I can pass
on a couple so you can get an idea as to what others have
shared with us.  We have met one another because of
Corvettes, but the car isn’t the only thing about each of us!

Diane Swift
Fast Track Editor 2017
2swiift@att.net

CORNERS
&Curves
(EDITOR’S NOTES)
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corvettes west
P.O. Box 945, colton, ca 92324


