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For anyone who missed the club Summer Party hosted by Dan and Elaine Flanigan,
boy did you miss an event!  Their new home is beautiful, and the view is fantastic!
They certainly know how to host a party!  Great food, drink, games, a Polynesian live
show, awards……. Thank you to Dan and Elaine!!!

The day after the Summer Party was the
annual Ronald McDonald Car Show.  This
was a big show this year!  Several of us
from Corvettes West, along with some
Inland Empire folks attended.  Ray Clark
won a trophy for his ’60 Fuelie.

While at the Ronald McDonald Car Show,
Corvettes West was presented with two
Certificates of Recognition, one from
Senator Mike Morrell and one from

Assembly member Marc Steinorth, for our continued support of the Loma Linda Ronald
McDonald house.  I want to say thank you to all our members!

It is that time of year again for Homecomings.  We already have 4 schools who have
called for cars.  Dates and schools are listed in this month’s “Homecomings/Parades”
article.  There will be a list passed around at the September meeting needing signups
for helping with Homecom-ings.

I wanted to include some information about the C7 Stingray that
the National Corvette Museum has published, so that is included in
this newsletter.

Hope you are all well and stay cool.

George Swift
Save the wave
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corvettes West General meetings
are held the first tuESdaY of the month at

El Patron restaurant
3204 Mission inn ave., riverside, ca 92507

(951) 462-1161
dinner 6:00 PM, Meeting 7:00 PM.

our Business meetings are held the
first tuESdaY of the month at 5:15 PM

just prior to the general meeting
at the same location.

Fast track articles are due
by the 15th of each month.

they may be hand delivered to diane Swift or
emailed to 2swiift@att.net

Email is preferred

The summer is grinding along and it does not seem to ever get cool. It will
be cooler when you step into Tom Bell's showroom to view the beautiful
Stingrays that are on display there. Tom Bell currently has three 2016
Stingray coupes and 1 convertible for you to view and consider. They also
have one (1) 2017 Stingray Grand Sport coupe which may already be
spoken for but you will have to go to the dealership to find out about that
one. Currently they do not have any previously owned Corvettes or
Stingrays on the lot. 

Tom Bell also has 5 new 2016 Camaro coupes and two 2017 Camaro
coupes. They have one 2015 previously owned Camaro coupe with 27k
miles on the clock. If you have an interest in any of these fine vehicles,
please contact Derek Hanson, General manager at 909-793-2681 for
additional information and pricing. 

Tom Bell is our sponsor and has been very good to Corvettes West (CW).
So, when your vehicle needs service, please take it to Tom Bell. And when
you do, be sure to let the Service Writer know you are a CW member at
the time of write up so that you will get your club discount. Also, when
you have had a vehicle serviced at Tom Bell, please let me know about
your experience. 

Also in the planning stage is a car show to be held at Tom Bell. We were
shooting for October, but after review, Spring 2017 is most likely. It will be
held where the cruise night was held, in the lot just to the north of the
dealership. It will start at 9am and end at 2pm. So keep this upcoming Car
Show in mind, and be sure to attend as it will also show CW's support for
our sponsor.

Save the wave.

Bill Dodge
SPoNSoRS REPRESENTATiVE

SPONSOR’S REPRESENTATIVE





Here is a new one for you. The Blood Bank needs
blood. The blood bank provides blood to more than
80 hospitals in Riverside, San Bernardino, Orange,
Los Angles and Imperial counties. The Blood Bank is
already importing blood from other independent
blood banks. They need 500 daily collections to be
able to serve the hospitals and maintain a 5 day
supply for their own needs. Emergencies pop up at
any time, such as the shooting that took place in San
Bernardino, not far from the Blood Bank. 

I know that not all of you can donate for a variety of
reasons, but for those of you who can donate, the
Blood Bank really needs to see you at one of their
centers. The donation process is not long but it is
important to the community and in a way, it is
important to all of us as community members. How
many times has a club member needed blood? I do
not have the answer to that but it is frequently
especially given the age of our membership. 

If you can not donate, come out to the club donation
dates and support those who do donate. Recently,
the Blood Bank honored the 10th 100 gallon donor.
The Blood Bank needs people who are dedicated to
donating and making life possible for members of the
community who are sick, need surgery or just have
an ongoing need for blood or blood products. Our
next donation date is October 1st, 2016 at 7:30am at
the Blood Bank on Orange Show Road in San
Bernardino. Be there to donate or to show support
for those who do donate.

Blood Bank centers are located as follows:

San Bernardino
384 West Orange Show Road
Phone number 909-885-6503

Ontario
1959 East Fourth Street
Phone number 909-987-3158

La Quinta
79-215 Corporate Centre Drive
Phone number 760-777-8844

Riverside
4006 Van Buren Blvd.
Phone number-951-687-2530

Victorville
12520 Business Center Drive
Phone number 760-843-9700

Find the Hero in You and donate.
Save the Wave by Saving the Waver
Give Hope, Give Life, Give Blood

Save the Wave by Saving the Waver.
Give Hope, Give Life, Give Blood.

Bill Dodge

BLOOD BANK
“Give Hope, Give Life, Give Blood”



Another August was a busy Summer month.  The
Summer Party at Flanigan’s was something to
remember, absolutely!

I did not take a car to the Ronald McDonald Car Show
which I have done the past few years, but I did send
in registration money along with registering the car
that George took this year. Always a good cause to
support.  I hear that the size of the show was large
and the work that has been done on the house is
amazing!

I don’t know if any of you local Riversiders still get the
Press-Enterprise, or view it on-line, but on August
10th there was a neat article about one of our new
Corvettes West members.  The American Legion
honored Ruben Rasso for his efforts in promoting law
enforcement.  Even after serving Riverside County as
a Deputy Sherriff for many years, he is still at it! 

Thanks to Max and Bobbie Plains for writing a Bio for
the Newsletter this month.  As always, I more than
welcome bios from anyone interested in getting one
to me to publish.

Diane Swift
Fast Track Editor 2016
2swiift@att.net

CORNERS
& CURVES
(EDITOR’S NOTES)

VICE-PRESIDENTS ARTICLE
Well we just got back from our month long vacation,
which sounds funny to say when you’re retired
already.  We missed you all at last month’s meeting,
but we had a good time exploring Oregon from top
to bottom. 

We came back just in time to make it to the summer
party at the Flanigan’s.  I must say, that was the
mother of all Corvettes West Summer parties that I
have been to. Dan & Elaine really know how to throw
a party.  First they built their fabulous house  “just to
throw US this party”, then they had some great games
and contests for all of us. 

Followed by a fabulous meal and topped it all off with
a Hawaiian show with six entertainers that were
fantastic. 

Made me want to go back to Hawaii soon.  For those
of you who were there you all know what I am talking
about, the Flanigans really know how to throw a
party.  Thank you Dan & Elaine for opening your
house to us and making it such a great evening. 

We are looking forward to seeing you all at our next
meeting in September.  I will have more details on the
upcoming trip to Cambria to share with you.  If you
have not signed up and still want to go just let me
know.  It should be a great trip. 

John Blackledge



“2016” corvettes West Bio

MAX & BOBBIE PLAINS
Max has lived in Southern California his whole
life. He lived in Norwalk, CA  for 26 years
where he received the majority of his
education. His first real job started in1953
with Douglas Aircraft in Long Beach. In 1954
he decided that he needed to get married. In
1955 he went on active duty with the Naval
Air Reserve where he spent 34 months. Max
returned to Mac Donnell Douglas after his
stint in the Navy. Max's mother let he and
Barbara move into the family two bedroom
home. He and Barbara had two children, a
son and a daughter.

Now with two kids their two bedroom house
was getting a little crowded so in 1961
they purchased their first new home
with four bedrooms in La Habra. Max
started working at Hughes Ground
Systems in Fullerton the same year.
This was nice because he only had to
drive four miles to work. It was here in
1963 that he purchased his first 1959
Corvette.

Bobbi was born and raised in
Somerville, NJ where she graduated
from SHS. She attended Wagner
College on Staten Island for her BS in
Nursing. She married her college sweetheart
after graduation, and they lived in Brooklyn,
NY for a year.  At that time, with a daughter,
they moved back to NJ near her family.  All
of her close friends are still located there.  In
their NJ years, they had two boys, and Bobbi
worked part time at several various nursing
jobs.  These were her time outs.  

In 1975, her husband was transferred to
Brea, CA.  The change was difficult for her,
and after a year, she packed up her three
children and moved on.  In a year, she
bought a three story town home and a year
later her beloved '78 280Z.  

About that time , while working as an ICU
nurse, she met Max. He was visiting his
mother who was her patient. She knew right
away that he was the one, but it took him a
little time to catch on.  She needed driving
lessons for a stick shift, but he wasn't buying
it.  Luckily, Bobbi had brought her '641/2
Mustang from NJ so she did have alternate
transportation.

After several months, Max became the
patient after going head over tea kettle on his
dirt bike.  As he was hospitalized for nine
days due to his multiple injuries, he was
doomed. Their first date was after his

discharge, and as he couldn't drive, he was
the passenger in the 280Z.

Max proposed after 3 months, but the
wedding was a year and a half later. Bobbi
had three children to consider, and with a full
time job she was pretty independent.

They honeymooned in Hawaii, and their love
of Maui has taken them back there about 20
times.  Their home away from home is Napili
Kai on Maui.  And their next trip is booked for
December.

In their years in Brea, Max helped raise her
children, their friend, not their father.  All
three of them claim their mom made a good

choice.  Bobbi continued to work, moving on
to her beloved Cardiac Rehab. During this
time she completed her MBA at Cal Poly,
while also teaching at Orange Coast College
one semester and several years at La Puente
Adult Education which required a certificate
from UCLA.

During their years in Brea, Max and Bobbi
began their rotation of cars, owning two
Corvettes – a '79 and an '86, and two Camaro
Z28s – a '97 and a ’98.  They also owned and
sold their beloved '71 914-6 Porsche.  Those
were between several everyday drivers.

In 2001, Bobbi was diagnosed with Stiff Man
Syndrome  which required them to give up
the town house and move to Hemet.  Here,
we really got into the car scene.

In 2007 Max helped in the
completion of a restoration of a 1969
CamaroSS that was started in 1999 by a
restorer, who decided he didn't want to finish
the job.

Next, Max and Bobbi found a very
nice 1998 Vette listed in the Easy-Ads. They
purchased it.  And then traded it for a 1966
Mustang that Bobbi just had to have. The
Vette had to go because there was no room
in the garage, which was full with a Camaro
and a Fully restored 1969 El Camino.

In 2016 Max got the itch for another Vette.
So he traded the El Camino for a 2006 Vette,
with only 19,000 miles on the clock.

Then Max got another itch to have their 914-
6 Porsche back.  So, he sold the Camaro and
purchased a 914-6. That makes 26 cars over
the years!

Max and Bobbi belong to four car clubs that
keep them busy.







C A L E N D A R



HELPING HANDS
George and I had the pleasure of delivering Corvettes West's
donation check to Mike Kovak at Ronald McDonald House on
July 29th. He was, of course, very grateful and his passion
for the mission of the house is very infectious! Mike offered
us a tour of the house & that was SO interesting. 

No families are in the house at present, due to the massive
new construction & remodeling going on. The hope is to
reopen by the end of the year. (In the meantime, all the
families are being housed in local hotels.) Corvettes West
members will be invited to the grand opening when that
occurs & tours will be given. All I can say is "WOW". It's going
to be such a wonderful facility that the Inland Empire can be
proud of. 

Target has a registry for Ronald McDonald House by which
anyone is invited to use to purchase household items that
will be needed when the house reopens. (Dishes, silverware,
...everything.) That's a great idea!  More info can be shared
at the next meeting.

Sharon Mac Gillivray

Hi Everyone!

The only new health situation
I have heard about recently is
Janet Curran who had back
surgery again.  She is home
and healing, quickly we all
hope.

Frank Valdez is still working
on getting stronger so that he
can have his surgery. It was
good to have Wally Napolski
make it to the Ronald
McDonald car show.  

LeeAnn Northrop - Sunshine

Sunshine&Shadows FoR SALE
C5 Zo6 titanium mufflers

$300.00, dannyarant@aol.com 
or 951-455-5580

HOMECOMINGS
& PARADES

Calls for Corvettes needed during
school Homecomings are coming in:

Rancho Cucamonga
Sept. 9
8 cars

Montclair
Sept. 16
6 cars

Pacific
Oct. 14
5 cars

La Sierra
Oct. 21
6 cars

If you have any questions please
call or e-mail me. 951-776-0936

OR 2swiift@att.net

Thanks, George Swift - Save the wave
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