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Happy New Year!  Welcome to 2017 and
wishing you and your family a great New
Year.  I want to say a great big thanks to
Ray and Carol Clark for once again
hosting a terrific Christmas Party.  The
auction raised over $1,500 for the San
Bernardino County Police Dog program,
which was their choice of where to
donate the proceeds of the auction.

Our next big event is our Annual Awards
Banquet which is on Sunday, January 29,
2017.  It will be at the Victoria Club in
Riverside from 4pm-8pm.  Please see the
flyer in the newsletter for details.

We had a group of our Corvettes West
members attend the Grand Reopening of
the Loma Linda Ronald McDonald House.
If you have not seen the expansion it

would be worth your time to stop by to
see it.  The expanded house is amazing.
So many more families will be helped
now that there are so many more rooms.

Mark your calendar for Sunday, February
5th, 2017 for the CW Super Bowl party at
the Swift’s home.  There will be a sign-
up sheet at the General meeting.

Chevrolet has announced a new dual
overhead cam engine for 2018 Corvette,
and the return of the LT5 (previously
1990-1995) ZR1.
This could be the end of the “small block-
push rod era” for Chevy.

George Swift
Save the wave
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We know that some members enjoy the
"Dine of the Month" while others like to
go on weekend outings.  We will aim for
a mix of events. 

Many of us recently attended the grand
Re-opening of the Inland Empire Ronald
McDonald House in Loma Linda.  The
house needs folks like us to supply dinner
for the families several nights a week.  I
am wondering if there are enough people
in the club to commit to making dinner
once every other month for a year?  

Please let me know if you are interested
and if so what days are best for you.  I
think it would be a fun way to do
something as a club while serving others. 
Here's to a great 2017, after all, we made
it through 2016.

Kristi Richardson

EVENTS
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corvettes West General meetings
are held the first tuESdaY of the month at

El Patron restaurant
3204 Mission inn ave., riverside, ca 92507

(951) 462-1161
dinner 6:00 PM, Meeting 7:00 PM.

our Business meetings are held the
first tuESdaY of the month at 5:15 PM

just prior to the general meeting
at the same location.

Fast track articles are due
by the 15th of each month.

they may be hand delivered to diane Swift or
emailed to 2swiift@att.net

Email is preferred

Wishing a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to everyone at Tom

Bell Chevrolet.  Thank you for being our sponsor.

As I am writing this, Christmas is a little over a week away and still Santa

has not given me any indication as to if I am getting a new Corvette for

Christmas.  With my luck, it probably will not happen.  Oh well.  Tom Bell

does have, on the new car lot, a 2016 Corvette Stingray Convertible.  It is

Shark Gray with a red interior.  On the previously owned lot, they have a

2014 Stingray coupe with 6695 miles on the clock.  They also have a 2008

Corvette coupe with 49165 miles on the clock.  In addition, they have 27

new 2017 Camaro coupes and six new 2016 Camaro coupes.  If you have

an interest in any of these fine vehicles, please contact Derek Hanson,

General Manager, at 909-793-2681 for additional information and pricing. 

As always, when your vehicle has a need for service, please keep our

sponsor, Tom Bell as your choice for service.  As our sponsor, they have

been very good to Corvettes West.  Let’ s show them we appreciate them

by using their Service Department.  And when you do go for service, please

let the Service Writer know, at the time of write up, that you are a

Corvettes West member so that you receive your club discount.  Please let

me know how your service experience was.

As Sponsor's Representative, I wish all Corvettes West members a safe

and sane Christmas and New Years.

Save the wave.

Bill Dodge
SPONSORS REPRESENTATIVE

SPONSOR’S REPRESENTATIVE



My goodness, where did 2016 go?  I remember
as a young boy wanting to get older sooner
rather than later, and my mom telling me to
wait until I got be her age and watch how fast
time flies, and was she ever correct! 
I have some very big shoes to fill following
John Blackledge, and his outstanding job as VP
last year.  I am a little better with a microphone
than a pen, but we will give it a go. 

I would like to ask John to give some thoughts
for planning another weekend getaway for
2017, as the trip to Cambria he planned was
just great!  John has very good ideas for trips,
so let’s make sure we remind him of our
interest for another weekend getaway.

I think we are all excited to start the New Year
ahead of us, with a lot of new faces on the
board.  We all need to keep up the good work
in looking for new members!

A great big Shout Out to Ray and Carol Clark
for hosting another fun filled Christmas Party
in their awesome garage.  And a Thank You to
Mark Guizlo for helping me with the auction, as
we both had a lot of fun.  We all learned that
when Doug wants a gift, 

Doug gets the gift, regardless of the cost!
Well, I guess that can be said for a few other
members of the club also!

Regarding the Rich and Famous, we are very
lucky to have one of those individuals in our
club. We all know that Ralph Johnson has a lot
of his cars in movies, but now I find out he has
done some acting also.  He was on the recently
aired show Hairspray Live, on NBC, and was
acting as the Bartender and did a great job
with his many lines.

I understand he was in the make-up trailer for
many hours as they had a lot of work to do on
him!  I think with the big money he made for
his acting gig, he can certainly afford to buy
more raffle tickets at our monthly meet-ings!
Well we’ll see!!

Let me know of any information you would like
to share, and I will keep a heads up for you on
Ralph’s acting career.

To all the members of Corvettes West and their
families, I wish all of you a Very Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year.  I’m anxious
to see if Santa brings any of our members a
new C7. Guess we will find out at our next
meeting on January 3rd.

Dan Flanigan

VICE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 



Wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy and successful New Year.  Stay safe during the
holidays.

That being said, make someone's life better by
donating blood.  It is the best gift you can give and
you don't even have to expect a Thank You note in
return.  As do-nors, we never know who we have
saved or whose life we have made possible. What we
do know is that someplace, somewhere, there is a
person who is grateful for what we have done.  We
don't have to wrap a package because our gift of life
comes wrapped in the love of giving.  I for one, do
not want to know who I donated for.  Yes, there were
times when, before they stopped allowing us to
donate for a particular per-son, that I knew who I
was donating for.  It was a good feeling knowing I
was helping someone I cared for and it’s still a good
feeling even though I will never know who my
donation goes to.  At this family time of the year, give
the gift of life, give blood.  It is the best gift you can
ever give.  Save a life, donate blood. Give hope,
donate blood.

I was at the Blood Bank on December 3rd and there
was a great number of community members who
showed up and donated.  

The club has a very dedicated group of members who
come out all the time for club donation dates.  On
December 3rd, while we did not have a great number
of members show up, we did gain two new members
who donated.  They are Ray Clark and Howard Hoyt.
A Big Thank You goes out to both of them and I hope
they will join us again in the future.  It is always nice
for others to find the hero in themselves and donate.

Blood bank centers are located as follows:

San Bernardino................... Phone: 909-885-6503
384 West Orangeshow Road

Ontario.................................Phone: 09-987-3158
1959 East Fourth Street

La Quinta............................Phone: 760-777-8844
79-215 Corporate Centre Drive

Riverside............................ Phone: 951-687-2530
4006 Van Buren Blvd.

Victorville............................Phone: 760-843-9700

12520 Business Center Drive

Save the Wave by Saving the Waver.
Give Hope, Give Life, Give Blood.

Bill Dodge

BLOOD BANK
“Give Hope, Give Life, Give Blood”

NCCC Governor
Welcome to 2017 from your
new NCCC Governor! 

I am really looking forward to being your CORVETTES
WEST NCCC governor this year.   This is something I
have wanted to do for sometime now.  I will be
attending the WEST COAST NCCC regional meetings
and anyone who is interested in joining me at any of
these meetings is welcome.  

As your Governor I will be representing you, keeping
our CW  NCCC data base updated and working with

our  CW Activities Director to keep you informed of
other CORVETTE Clubs’ events in our area that you
may be interested in attending. 

I am looking forward to another great year with our
club, CORVETTES WEST. 

John Blackledge 
CORVETTES WEST NCCC Governor



I am back as your Newsletter Editor for 2017.  I hope

everyone received at least one thing from Santa that they

were hoping for.  It seems, as I age anyway, that I wish

for less “things” and more good will, good health, good life. 

Ray and Carol Clark hosted a terrific Christmas party for

Corvettes West again.  They are gracious hosts who always

ask for no reimbursement for costs incurred for the party

(which CW has an allowance for).  So that allows our club

to donate more than the monies brought in from the

Christmas auction.  The San Bernardino County Police Dog

program will receive a nice donation which is where the

Clarks want the proceeds to go this year.

The day after the CW Christmas party was the grand

reopening of the Loma Linda Ronald McDonald house.  It

is amazing!

Save the date of Sunday, Jan. 29th for the Corvettes West

Awards Banquet which will be at the Victoria Club in

Riverside once again.  We will have a good meal and get

to thank our members who gave us their time in many

ways this past year.  Please see the flyer in this news-letter. 

As always, I more than welcome bios from anyone

interested in getting one to me to publish.  We know you

are a Corvette enthusiast!  Tell us a bit more about

yourselves.  It is amazing what other areas of life that our

club members have a common inter-est in!

Diane Swift
Fast Track Editor 2016

2swiift@att.net

CORNERS
& CURVES
(EDITOR’S NOTES)

I'm the new products coordinator.  For the month of

January, we would like to supply every Corvettes West

Corvette owner with a set of parade flags at $45 a

pair. The price has not changed in years.  Corvettes

West flags are special for your Corvette.  The left flag

is a Corvettes West flag. The right flag is the United

States flag.  Coupes & convertibles use different

mounts.  Each "C" series uses different mounts.  

We have them all in stock.  For coupes, the flags are

mounted in the same holes that secure the top when

the top is off.  

The flag poles have special mounting devices to

mount to the different Corvettes.  We have a lot of

flags in stock.  We have yours.

Howard Hoyt

PRODUCTS





C A L E N D A R



Helping Hands
Well, the holidays are over & now we've entered

2017!  We hope this new year will bring lots of fun &

friendship for all of us in Corvettes West.  The Awards

Banquet will be our first major event, so hopefully

everyone will be able to attend. 

We will be discussing our yearly charity donations at

the board mtg. prior to the general mtg. on Jan. 3rd.

Our ongoing, local charities are Inland Temporary

Homes, Guide Dogs of the Desert, and Ronald

McDonald House.  (For new members, the Christmas

Auction, where the proceeds go to the charity of the

host's choice,  is totally separate from what we will

discuss at the meeting.)  We gave a nice donation to

Ronald McDonald House earlier in the summer.

So, the two remaining charities will be the main  focus

of our discussion on Jan. 3rd.  I will let the members

know of the board's decision on that date.

Sharon Mac Gillivray

First things first.  We need a new
Sunshine person.  Please, is
there someone in the club who
would step up to fill this
position?  If you have questions
about being Sunshine please
speak to LeeAnn Northrop or
George Swift.

Deb Phillips had a pacemaker
“installed” right after our
December meeting.  I spoke to
her recently and she is doing
very well.  She is functioning

better than she has in quite
some time.

Frank Valdez says he will be
having thyroid surgery first.
Then heart surgery.  No details
about when yet.

Hope you all stay well.

Diane,
Interim Sunshine 

Sunshine&ShadowsHOMECOMINGS
& PARADES
Homecomings/Parades

Thank you to the Corvettes West
members who were able

to help with the
Yucaipa Christmas parade.
No parades lined up for now.
If you have any questions
please call or e-mail me.

951-776-0936
OR  2swiift@att.net

George Swift
Save the wave
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