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First and most importantly I want to thank
the members of Corvettes West for all the
phone calls, texts, emails, cards, and visits
that Diane and I have received since I
ended up in the hospital having a double
bypass the end of October.  I am very
grateful to have so many friends,
especially when I was down.  I am
recuperating very well, but being an old
fart, it will take time to build my stamina
and endurance back up.

The rules that I am abiding by right now
are something else:  Can’t drive until 6-8
weeks after surgery, can’t lift, pull, push
anything over 5 pounds, can’t reach
behind, can’t reach over my shoulders,
can’t use my arms to help get myself to
an upright position.  But if that’s what I
must do to get well, I’ll do it.  I can’t
imagine going back in again……

We are now in the holiday season.  I hope
everyone had a great Thanksgiving.  We
have a couple of Christmas parades
coming up that we have been asked to
help with.  Then there is our club
Christmas party.

Wow!  The new ZR1 is an awesome
looking Vette, and the horsepower is to

die for.  This is not the long awaited mid-
engine Corvette which is still to come.
The price on the ZR1 is not bad
considering what you get compared to
other sports cars with similar horsepower
and torque.

Speaking of Christmas Parades, whoever
would like to show off their Vette driving
in the annual Redlands parade, Saturday
Dec. 2nd, please meet at the Lowe’s
parking lot on Redlands Blvd. near
Alabama @ 4pm.  We can leave together
from there.  Then, I am still asking for 10
members who can commit to driving
dignitaries in the Yucaipa parade, the
morning of Saturday Dec. 9th.  Please call
me for the details of this.

Thank you Ray and Carol Clark for once
again hosting our annual Christmas party.
This year it is on Saturday, Dec. 16th.  As
always, along with eating, we will have
our Christmas auction.  (Bring plenty of $$
so you won’t miss out on the things you
want!)

Merry Christmas and a
very Happy New Year to all!

George Swift
Save the wave
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corvettes West General meetings
are held the first tuESdaY of the

month at El Patron restaurant
3204 Mission inn ave.,

riverside, ca 92507
(951) 462-1161

dinner 6:00 PM, Meeting 7:00 PM.

our Business meetings are held the
first tuESdaY of the month at 5:15 PM

just prior to the general meeting
at the same location.

Fast track articles are due
by the 15th of each month.

they may be hand delivered to
diane Swift or emailed to

2swiift@att.net
Email is preferred

Before I start, I would like to wish a

Happy Thanksgiving to all Corvettes

West members and I hope your holiday

was a great one.  I also want to wish a

Happy Thanksgiving to the staff of Tom

Bell Chevrolet, our sponsor.

If you are considering a new vehicle,

please consider some of the vehicles that

Tom Bell has to offer.  Currently, they

have 3 new 2017 Corvettes.  They have

1 new 2017 Stingray Z06, a 2017 Grand

Sport and a 2017 Corvette coupe for

your consideration. They also have 4

new 2018 Corvettes.  They have 2 new

2018 coupes and 2 new 2018 Z06

coupes.  

At this time, they do not have any

previously owned Corvettes on the lot. In

addition to the Corvettes, they have 5

new 2017 Camaro coupes and 9 new

2018 Camaro coupes.  

They do have 2 previously owned

Camaros on the lot, one is a 2015 coupe

and one is a 2015 convertible.  

Any of these vehicles would be a joy to

drive into the new year or look good

under the Christmas tree, that is if you

can get it there.

If you should have an interest in any of

these fine vehicles, please contact Derek

Hanson, General Manager at 909-793-

2681 for additional information and

pricing. Please keep in mind that Tom

Bell has been good to Corvettes West

and how we show appreciation is by

taking our vehicles to Tom Bell for

service.  

And when you take your vehicle in for

service, at the time of write up, please

let the Service Writer know you are a

member of Corvettes West so you will

receive the club discount.  And when you

do this, please let me know about your

experience.

Bill Dodge
sPOnsOrs rePresentatiVe

SPONSOR’S
REPRESENTATIVE



Vice President’s
CORNER

I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving

with Family and Friends, as we all have a lot to

be thankful for.

With the great weather we have been having

here lately I am sure all of us took the time to

get our Corvettes out of the garage and taken

for a drive or two.  Wow, how great it was to

have the top off and cruising down the road

and in the month of November no less.  It got

me thinking how lucky we are to be living

where we are and to be cruising so late in the

year.

And it’s hard to believe how fast time has gone

by and here we are now into the month of

December already.  This month will bring even

more Family and Friends together, which

reminds me of our annual Christmas Party on

the 16th at the Clark’s, where we always have

such a great time.  Everyone bring some extra

money so we can make another great club

donation this year.

Speaking of money, let’s have a nice large raffle

at the December General meeting on the 5th.

And I hope we have several new winners.  But

we better expect Skip to win at least once, as

he is overdue I understand! 

Well not much more to share other than hoping

everyone has been good this year and that

Santa will bring you what you asked for, and

most of all good health and happiness.

In closing, I am so glad to see that George is

doing so well, which is no surprise to all of us

that’s for sure.  But we have to give Diane some

credit for keeping him out of the garage and

under control! 

Looking forward to seeing everyone at our

meeting next week and I hope everyone has a

Great Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Dan Flanigan
Vice President



We have updated our Corvettes West roster in the NCCC
data base for 2018 and I am pleased to share with you
that Corvettes West still has over 100 members starting
off the new year.  Thanks to all of you for getting your
membership renewals in, and welcome to our new
members.

Christmas will be here before you know it and so will our
CW Christmas party at the Clarks on the 16th.   

I had this great idea – LOL - I was trying to think of an
event that our club could do that could be considered an
NCCC event, but in the end, I realized it wouldn’t work out
so well.  I was thinking we could do some type of a

Corvette Rally with everyone dressed up as Santa and his
helpers, driving our Corvettes through downtown
Redlands, but that would have been too problematic.
Everyone would want to be Santa and that would have
confused the children seeing all those Santas driving all
those Corvettes with all that horsepower and no
reindeer!!!!!  OK, it wasn’t a great idea but it sounded good
at the time- after more than one glass of wine at home.
LOL.  Hope everyone enjoyed their Thanksgiving.

John Blackledge 
CORVETTES WEST
NCCC Governor

Helping Hands
Don't forget to bring an unwrapped gift to our Christmas
party on Dec. 16.  Gifts will be auctioned off with the
proceeds going to the charity of our hosts' choice.

I recently took a huge bag of toiletries to the Ronald

McDonald House - all items donated by our ladies.  A
couple of staff there said to make sure everyone knows
how appreciative they are. (Awesome job girls!!)

Merry Christmas & Happy, Healthy New Year to all our
members!!!

Sharon Mac Gillivray

NCCC Governor



Before I start, I would like to wish a Happy Thanksgiving

to all the staff at the Blood Bank. 

Now, for Corvettes West, I would like to remind you that

December 16th will be our last donation date for 2017.  I

would encourage everyone to come to the Blood Bank

that day at 8:30am, a change from what we were doing,

and donate to help those in need during the holidays.  You

will be giving someone who you will never know, the Gift

of Life and there is no greater gift then that.  

We have changed our start time from 7:30am to the

8:30am.  Time to see if we can get started with the

donating process sooner than we have recently.  The

Blood Bank has had its share of problems getting people

started because of the number of people coming to the

Blood bank to donate.  Also, it appears that they are

under staffed at times.  

If you are having problems with your iron levels, speak to

the staff about enrolling in their free iron program.  This

was started at the San Bernardino center to help get more

people eligible to donate.   So, if your iron levels are low,

please take the Blood Bank up on their free offer.  They

want you to donate and are willing to help you do that. 

The Blood Bank has been having a lot of people come and

donate, and at times the reception area is full.  Don't give

up.  It is important for us to help the community and to

help our own club members.  Be someone’s Hero and

BLood BaNk cENtErS
arE LocatEd aS FoLLoWS:

San Bernardino.......................... Phone: 909-885-6503

384 West Orangeshow Road

Ontario......................................Phone: 909-987-3158

1959 East Fourth Street

La Quinta...................................Phone: 760-777-8844

79-215 Corporate Centre Drive

Riverside................................... Phone: 951-687-2530

4006 Van Buren Blvd.

Victorville...................................Phone: 760-843-9700

12520 Business Center Drive

Save the Wave by Saving the Waver.

Give Hope, Give Life, Give Blood.

BLOOD BANK
“Give Hope, Give Life, Give Blood”

donate.  You will feel good about what you have

done, knowing that someone may get to see their

kids’ faces on Christmas because of your

donation.  Find the Hero in You and donate.

Save the Wave by Saving the Waver.
Give Hope, Give Life, Give Blood.
Bill Dodge



Events
How’d we get to christmas so fast?  Oh, right, we all drive

corvettes!   we’ve all been busy on our various adventures in 2017

so it is nice to take a little time to relax and consider our

accomplishments.  corvette owners impress me as a hard-

charging group who seek to get the most out of life, work hard,

play hard, relax hard.  repeat.  

december brings about one of our favorite and most well-

attended events: cHristMas Party!!

Once again hosted by the Clarks at their home located at 
30130 Live oak canyon, redlands, 92373

the date is december 16th, starting at 4:00pm

Our usual format is to arrive, enjoy some appetizers and

beverages (i’ll have a hot tea, thanks) as folks arrive with the

various side dishes, vegetables, salads and desserts.  the club

provides the main course of meat and of course, fluids.  after a

while we sit and enjoy our delicious buffet and delightful

conversation with each other.  

then on to the main event, the charity auction.  Please provide

an unwrapped item to be auctioned off with the proceeds going

to a charity of the clark’s choice.  last year the money went

towards the purchase of a trained K-9 for the riverside Pd as they

had one age out.  dogs get retirement, too.  anything you think

will be of interest to others and hopefully start a bidding war is

the correct thing to bring.  it’s lots of fun to participate so

remember your checkbooks, or as they say on t.V.  “if you have

enough money in your pocket you can own it today”.

Kristi Richardson

HOMECOMINGS & PARADES
Redlands Parade Dec. 2nd

Yuciapa Parade  Dec. 9th, 10 cars

Homecomings for 2017 are completed.
Here’s a tally of those who participated:

Arant . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7  Zietlow . . . . . . . . . . 3
Hoyt . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6  Audibert . . . . . . . . . 2
Morris . . . . . . . . . . . . 6  Cheatham . . . . . . . . 2
Pecoraro . . . . . . . . . . .5  La Greca . . . . . . . . . 2
Richardson . . . . . . . . . 5  Johnson . . . . . . . . . .1
Swift . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4  Mc Kee . . . . . . . . . . 1
Blackledge . . . . . . . . . 3  Richmond . . . . . . . . 1
MacGillivray . . . . . . . . 3  Shulda . . . . . . . . . . .1

(This does not include helping IEC w/ Grand
Terrace)

If I do not have you on the list of being available 
to help, please let me know. 

951-776-0936 OR 2swiift@att.net

PRODUCTS
I have had the pleasure of being your Corvettes West Products
Coordinator for the past year.  I am glad to say we are all caught
up.  The new hats are flying off the shelf.

We have had our nominations for CW officers.  Very good people
accepted their nominations.  Nominations are closed, our new
officers have been chosen by acclimation.  Our current Corvettes
West President, George Swift, will be our new Products
Coordinator.  I will be moving to the position of Historian (official
cameraman), a position I want very much.  I enjoy taking
pictures and making people look good.

I’ve had a lot of fun, and a little frustration getting all the orders
right.  I look forward to creating slide shows for our meetings
with our fabulous Corvettes and wonderful members.

Howard



Events Calendar
DECEMBER EVENT CONTACT

sat. 2
redland christmas Parade - evening

corvettes west has been asked to drive in the parade
representing our club.

George
951-776-0936

tues. 5

cw General Meeting @ el Patron
3204 Mission inn ave., riverside @ 7pm

come early to eat
Business Mtg. @ 5:15pm prior to General Meeting

George
951-776-0936

sat. 9 yucaipa christmas Parade          10 cars needed George
951-776-0936

sat. 16 corvettes west christmas Party
Hosted by ray and carol clark see Flyer

JANUARY EVENT CONTACT

tues. 2

cw General Meeting @ el Patron
3204 Mission inn ave., riverside @ 7pm

come early to eat
Business Mtg. @ 5:15pm prior to General Meeting

George
951-776-0936

sun. 28 corvettes west awards Banquet
Victoria cub   2521 arroyo dr., riverside, ca  92506 see Flyer

FEBRUARY EVENT CONTACT

sun. 4-11 corvette Pirate cruise go to    ncccwcregion.org

tues. 6

cw General Meeting @ el Patron
3204 Mission inn ave., riverside @ 7pm

come early to eat
Business Mtg. @ 5:15pm prior to General Meeting

George
951-776-0936

Fri.-sat. 23-24 nccc national Meetings       st. louis, Mo.    allen Morris 949-367-9000

MARCH EVENT CONTACT

tues. 6

cw General Meeting @ el Patron
3204 Mission inn ave., riverside @ 7pm

come early to eat
Business Mtg. @ 5:15pm prior to General Meeting

George
951-776-0936



Here it is time for Christmas!  This year, like others has flown by.

We will be getting together for our Annual Christmas Party at the

Clark’s home on the 16th and then Santa will be on his way.

I spoke with Dave Northrup.  He reports that he is doing much

better and is feeling pretty good. However, he said that he is

dealing with some high blood pressure issues.  By the time you

read this I hope that has been taken care of.  He said it may be

due to a change in medication. 

I tried to reach a couple of other people to see how they were

doing, but did not have any success. I’m hoping that Wally is doing

well.  Marlene is at home and progressing well.  I don’t know of

any others who have recently broken bones or have had some

other mishap.  For that I am grateful and I hope it remains that

way.

It has been fun again to help out as your Sunshine and Shadows

person.  As I address your Birthday Cards I think of each of you

and sincerely send my personal best wishes along with the Club’s

birthday wishes.  I’m sure that the next person to take over the

position will enjoy it as much as I have.  If you are just “thinking

about it”, give it a try.  You will become better acquainted with the

members and it is not that time consuming. 

Wishing you all the very best Merry Christmas and a joyous and

Happy New Year. 2018, Here We Come!!!

Carolyn Miller

SUNSHINE&SHADOWS
Here we are in the final month of 2017.  Hope
everyone’s Thanksgiving was good.  Obviously,
George and I had a lot to be thankful for this year.

Thank you to everyone who sent well wishes to
George during his recovery from surgery.  Life
can change so quickly.  It will take time, but he is
doing better each day.

If he shuts the passenger air bag feature off in
the Corvette, I may even get him out of the
house and drive him around in the Redlands
Christmas Parade on Saturday, Dec. 2nd.

Our next major event is the annual Christmas
Party.  I keep wondering what we would do if it
were not for Ray and Carol Clark hosting this
party again.  They have so much room for us,
besides being wonderful hosts.  I don’t know
what charity they have chosen to donate the
proceeds from the Christmas auction to this year,
but whatever one it may be, what a great way to
pass that money along that was collected.

I hope the holidays for each one of you is just the
way you want it to be.  Merry Christmas.

Diane Swift
Fast Track Editor 2017
2swiift@att.net

CORNERS
&Curves
(EDITOR’S NOTES)
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Sunday

January 28$, 2018
Vic&ria Club

2521 Arroyo Dr.
Riverside, CA  92506

4pm ( 8pm

Please RSVP by clipping, *+ing out, and mailing $e slip below, along wi$ $15 per person &:
Corve-es West

P.O.Box 945, Col&n, CA  92324

.Corve-es West is paying for $e balance of $e meal.  
If you RSVP and are a no show, you may 

be bi+ed an addi0onal $15 per person.1

Postmarked by January 18$.

.2e venue requests no jeans / t-shirts / hats Please1
!
!

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Corve-es West Awards Banquet, Jan. 28$, 2018 RSVP

Name/s a-ending: _____________________________________________

Choose one per person:  ___ Chicken   __ Beef  ___ Vegitarian



Corvettes West 2017 Recap in Pictures 
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Corvettes West 2017 
Event Recap in Pictures 
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Corvettes West 
  Christmas Party 

December 16th, 2017 
    Party Starts at 4:00pm 

 
           Ray & Carol Clark  

       30130 Live Oak Canyon, Redlands 
 

If you did not sign up at the club meeting, please RSVP by 
December 12th to let us know what side dish you will bring 
to share Meat, soda, water and coffee will be provided 

 
 
 
More Information &    
   
RSVP: 909-795-5253 
 
********************* 
   
Don’t forget to bring 
an unwrapped gift     
for the auction  
*********************                
 



corvettes west
P.O. Box 945, colton, ca 92324


