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Well, the rains have begun.  It sure does not make
you want to take your Corvette out, but we need
the water.  Hopefully you are all in a location like I
am where you haven’t had any flooding.

At our January Business Meeting we distributed
donations to our chosen charities.  Thanks to
Sharon Mac Gillivray for helping the board decide
where our donations would go to this year.
Remember, anyone in the club is welcome at the
Board meetings.

Our next event is the Awards Banquet.  This dinner
allows the board to let those most active members
know they are appreciated.  I am very confident
that those who had their check in the P.O. box by
the RSVP date will throughly enjoy the Victoria
Club as our venue.

Just a week after the banquet, Diane and I are
hosting our annual Super Bowl party on Sunday,
February 7th.  Even though my Packers are not
going to be in the game this year, I will enjoy
hosting the viewing of the game!

Big Bear Bash will be held on the typical extended
weekend this year, June 24,25,26.  This will be Big

Bear #34 and John Blackledge is chairing the bash
again.  Thank you to John!

Speaking of events, Desert Corvette Association is
having a “Laughlin Run” this year.  They hosted
“Millard Fillmore” in September for many years.

Corvette Racing is starting up for 2016.  The
weekend of January 30th and 31st is the 24 Hours
of Daytona.  This is always great because it has our
favorite sports car!

Once again, I must bring up the fact that Corvettes
West needs a Secretary and an Events Coordinator.
Your club needs you!  Betty Randolph has stepped
down from doing the raffle, so who would like to
take on the position of Raffle Chair?  Surely
someone likes making members happy by
handing out money!  

Hope your 2016
is going well!

George Swift
Save the wave
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corvettes West General meetings
are held the first tuESday of the month at

El Patron restaurant
3204 Mission inn ave., riverside, ca 92507

(951) 462-1161
dinner 6:00 PM, Meeting 7:00 PM.

our Business meetings are held the
first tuESday of the month at 5:30 PM

just prior to the general meeting
at the same location.

Fast track articles are due
by the 15th of each month.

they may be hand delivered to diane Swift or
emailed to 2swiift@att.net

Email is preferred

Recently, Betty Randolph sent me a page from
the Redlands City News which is a local paper in
Redlands.  The reason she did this is because the
Loma Linda Ronald McDonald House honored
eight(8) local business men for their
commitment to improving the quality of life in
their community.  One of these gentlemen was
Derek Hanson, General Manager for our sponsor,
Tom Bell.  What a great honor for Derek and for
Tom Bell also. Keep up the good work Derek. We
are all proud of you for your commitment to the
community and to Corvettes West. 

Currently our sponsor has 2 new 2016 Stingrays
on the floor, a red one and a black one.  In
addition, they have 2 Z06 coupes in transit.  On
the previously owned lot, they have a 2011
Corvette coupe in Velocity Yellow and a 2014
Stingray coupe in Black.  In addition, Tom Bell has
15 new 2015 Camaro coupes and 5 new 2016

Camaro coupes. They also have 3 new 2016
coupes in transit.  On the previously owned lot
they have one 2013 coupe with 42K  miles and a
2014 coupe with 55K miles.

If you should have an interest in any of these fine
vehicles, please contact Derek Hanson, General
Manager, at 909-793-2681 for additional
information and pricing.  And as always, when
you need service on your vehicles, please take
them to Tom Bell.  This is one way we show them
support for all they do for Corvettes West. Be sure
to let me know about your experience when you
have service done.

Save the Wave by Saving the Waver.
Give Hope, Give Life, Give Blood

Bill Dodge
SPONSORS REPRESENTATIVE

SPONSOR’S REPRESENTATIVE

BLOOD BANK
“Give Hope, Give Life, Give Blood”

The Blood Bank(BB) has found another hero from
Corvettes West.  Previously I had stated that Bob
Tiberi was close to his 50 gallons.  Well, on
December 9th of 2015, Bob donated his 50th
gallon. 

Keep up the good work Bob because as you know,
they need all the donations they can get.  And
along the same line, on December 30th, 2015
Marlene Kiemel donated her 35th gallon. Way to
go Marlene. You can show the ladies that women
can donate along with the men.  Thank you both
for your commitment to helping the community
and setting a good example for the remainder of
the club.  

Since the meeting, Mark Guizlo has made me
aware of the fact I had two of the dates wrong for

this year.  Since we have been having club
donation dates, Mark checks to be sure I don't
screw up the dates which I usually do and he
catches me at it.  So the dates for the club
donations are as follows: January 23rd, March
26th, May 28th, July 30th, Oct 1st, December 3rd,
and the first one for 2017 will be January 28,
2017. I do apologize for my mistake. Please put
the dates on your calendar and plan on Finding
the Hero in You and donate. Every time you
donate, you are saving up to 3 lives. No, you will
never know who you have saved but you will
know that someone in the community gets to see
another sunrise because of what you have done. 

Find the Hero in You. Make the
commitment. DONATE

Save the Waver by Saving the Waver
Give Hope, Give Life, Give Blood.

Bill Dodge



CORNERS & CURVES (EDITOR’S NOTES)

VICE-PRESIDENTS ARTICLE

I have a favor to ask.  For those who have not had
a personal Bio published in the Corvettes West
Fast Track, would you please consider writing and
submitting one to me? - And maybe a couple of

pictures also?  We all know your admiration for the Corvette, but I know
there are other aspects of your life.  If you are a bit unsure of what to
say, you can always go back to previous Bio articles in the newsletter
for some ideas. 

Also, if anyone has pictures that you may take during any of our club
events, I would be most appreciative if you would share some so that I
can put them in the newsletter.  My e-mail address:  2swiift@att.net

Thank you to all who contribute.

diane Swift
Fast Track Editor 2016

Well, January moved through just about as fast as the El Nino storms we
had. When we met at El Patron for our January Club meeting I am not sure
if anyone even brought their Corvette because of the rain, but we had a
good meeting anyway.  It was not the greatest month for toddling around
in our Corvettes but I did have mine out a couple of times.  

I took a celebration drive in my Vette after the Broncos beat the Steelers.
As of this writing the Broncos have not yet met the Patriots, but I am not
betting on that game after watching them struggle to win the game with
the Steelers.  If we make it to the Super Bowl it will be fantastic, if we win
it, it will be just short of a miracle, but I do believe the famous quote by Al
Pacino in the movie, On Any Given Sunday, that “On any given Sunday, one
team can beat the other no matter what the odds”.  

By the time you read this the Broncos and Patriots game will be in the
books and possibly our Awards Banquet at the Victoria Country Club in
Riverside.  This is a wonderful place in the Inland Empire with a lot of
history.  This club was the idea of the same man who built the Mission Inn,
Frank Miller.  It is also the oldest private Country Club west of the
Mississippi, opened in 1903.  I am looking forward to it and I think all who
RSVP’d to attend will enjoy it. 

Our next Corvettes West event will be our Super Bowl party at the Swifts’, I
am hoping my team makes it.  But if not, I know I will have a great time
anyway spending some fun time with all our friends from Corvettes West. 

Hope you had a great month and remember, Save The Wave.

Your Vice President
John Blackledge

CORVETTES WEST
SUPER BOWL PARTY 2016 

WHEN: SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2016

WHErE: THE SWIFT’S  (George & Diane)
15910 Rancho Viejo Dr., Riverside, CA  92506

Start: 2PM     KICK OFF: 3:30PM
RSVP BY FRIDAY, FEB.5TH - (951) 776-0936

PLEASE BRING A DISH TO SHARE. WE’LL HAVE SODA, WATER, and BEER.
IF THERE IS ANYTHING ELSE YOU PREFER,

PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN. HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!



“2016” corvettes West Bio

RON & KRISTI RICHARDSON
The Richardsons moved to California in 1987, after
one year of marriage, so Kristi could get a teaching
job.   It was similar to the Beverly Hillbillies, driving
a van Ron was “gifted” by a used car dealer who told
him to move the rust-infested non-running 1976
Ford van off the lot, along with a 1975 Peugeot
diesel.  Due to breakdowns it took 3 days to make
the 500 miles from Lincoln to Denver, and the
budget for food and gas was about spent.  They
arrived with $7 and a maxed-out credit card. But it
was sunny and warm.   Ron immediately got a job
delivering phonebooks which paid him daily which
got us through that first month living in Hemet.
From there he moved into working in fleet sales for
Chevrolet. 

Ron was born in Neodesha, Kansas while his dad
was off in Germany in the Air Force as a mechanic
and his mom was staying with his dad’s family.  He
was then raised coast to coast as his dad moved to
various airbases, until his unit shipped out to Hawaii
and he opted to go to Rapid City, something Ron has
never gotten over.  On their way, they dropped Ron
off at Platte Valley Academy boarding school in
central Nebraska, where he stayed year around.  He
worked on the school's 1000 acre dairy farm in order
to pay his tuition.  Going into his Senior year, he was
called into the Dean’s office and told to find another
school to attend.  He said he would, as soon as they
cut him a check for his summer earnings.  He
graduated from the school the next Spring.  

From there he moved to Lincoln, Nebraska, to attend
Union College.  After 3 years he was drafted into the
Army and his medic-trained unit shipped out for Viet

Nam -  without him. He found that a test he’d taken
qualified him for high security in the White Coats
project in Maryland.  He was to be a human guinea
pig. Ron managed to avoid the controlled test duty,
being a night CQ.  During this time he got married
and was convinced by his wife to trade his 1960
Corvette for a Renault.  He then moved back to
Lincoln.  

Kristi was born and raised in Lincoln, 4th generation
from Homesteaders who descended from Pilgrim

Susanna White.  The other side of her family,
Kruegers, who were only 2 generations out of
Russia, as part of the Germans from Russia
migration.   Recent genealogy research shows that
the Kruegers and Knechts (Ron’s mom’s side) have
been neighbors since at least the 1840’s in Russia,
where the families had intermarried.  

Kristi graduated College View Academy and got
married and had kids.  With two small children and
on her own at 25, she went on to college to become
a teacher.  During this time, she informed Ron she

would not be living in Nebraska, or anywhere with
the threat of severe winter weather, once she had a
certificate to teach.  The job search landed the family
in Hemet for the first 3 years in California.  In 1990
the family moved to the Woodcrest area and has
lived there ever since.  

In the mid
90's Ron finished his college degree and began
teaching in grades 6 to high school at the age of 54.
He’s now retired.  Kristi became a school
administrator and has been one for nearly 20 years.

The past 10 have been as principal of Slover
Mountain H.S., a continuation school for
failing students.  

The family has 4 adult children, Ron has 2
sons, Kristi 2 daughters. We also have 4
grandchildren who all live back in Lincoln, as
the oldest and youngest moved back “home”
to Nebraska over time.   One son is in Aurora,
Co, and one daughter nearby in Beaumont.

We joined Corvettes West on the invitation of
Dee Dee Guizlo and the direction of Ron’s
cardiologist that he find a hobby in 2005.  We enjoy
helping CW with the homecoming half
times/parades during the football season and with
Big Bear Bash when we are not traveling.  We also
enjoy trips to Mexico and scuba diving.  





C A L E N D E R



HELPING HANDS
Well, our yearly monetary charitable donations have been happily
distributed to INLAND TEMPORARY HOMES, GUIDE DOGS OF THE DESERT,
and CORNERSTONE COMPASSION CENTER. 

We've also given a donation to the NATIONAL CORVETTE MUSEUM, which
is a charity of another sort and dependent on Corvette enthusiasts for
support.  Additionally, for those members not aware, we raised a
substantial amount of money at our Christmas Party Auction which went
to WOUNDED WARRIORS. So, we can all feel good that others benefit while
we enjoy our cars and camaraderie!

PRODUCTS
Another year has passed and we all have grown another year older.
When I was a kid I couldn't wait until I got older and could graduate
from high school, buy a car, have a beer legally and so on.  Now it's
just the opposite.  The years are going too fast.  At least I can still have
a beer and drive a car. The day may come when I won't be able to do
either. But in my mind that will be a long time from now.

Now down to business. There is not much to report. I have all the
same Corvettes West items available for purchase.  All items are of
good quality. And they should be for members of Corvette clubs. As
most of you know we have a large selection of colors for the Polo
shirts to match you car. See me to show what's available. Also, hats
with a selection of colors. And don't forget our satin jackets with the
rainbow embroidered on the back. They're beautiful and this is the
time of year to order one (or two).

So that's about it until next month. Sharon and I are looking forward
to seeing all of you at the banquet on January 31 and the meeting in
February.  - Rick

BIG BEAR BASH 2016
Yes, it is time to start thinking about our 2016 BIG BEAR BASH.

We have secured the Robinhood Resort, Jaycom for the Autocross,
and the BB airport for June 24th, 25th & 26th. 

For now all you need to do is put this date on your calendar and help
me think of a theme for this year, 2016.  If you come up with any ideas
let me know.  On the CW web site you can find all the past themes
that we have used. 

At our next general meeting we will set a date and place for a BBB
planning meeting for anyone who would like to help us plan this
event this year.

Your
BIG BEAR BASH CHAIRMAN

John Blackledge

SUNSHINE/SHADOWS
Hope everyone is having a good first month of 2016.  We continue to send our
prayers and thoughts out to Kristie Richardson who says she is half way through
her Chemo treatment. 

This is a good month.  I have not heard of any other issues for our club members
at this time.  

Please let me know if any of you are dealing with health issues that you won’t
mind me sharing in the newsletter.
See you at the Awards Banquet!

LeeAnn Northrop - Sunshine

HOMECOMINGS
& PARADES

There will be a Salute to Veterans parade in Riverside in late March or into April.
If you have any questions please call or e-mail me.

951-776-0936   OR  2swiift@att.net

George Swift - Save the wave
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